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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

Dignified Personalities of
the Memon Community

M

emons are known for their involvement in business, industry and philanthropic activities
and the Memon Community is proud of the social work their members have done. Many
countries across the globe have also seen this through the many humanitarian projects the
Community has built. Having played a major part in the building of Pakistan industry, an increasing
number of Memons over the years, had since turned into professional occupations.
In the Memon Community, we come across a number of dignified and notable personalities through
whose concentrated efforts and burning desire, the Community has made tremendous progress in
social and humanitarian work.
Nearly all the successful dignified personalities of the Memon Community were of the view that
a business is not weak for the weak-willed. They hold that it should begin with a mute resignation
to loss. They were in fact saying that the greatest business leaders emerge from losses of colossal
proportions because they accept its reality earlier on and redouble their efforts to overcome. They trust
that relentless hard work, discipline and a positive attitude pays back and that equips them with the
courage to get up and run again.
The most successful businessmen are not those who suffer losses. They are those who accept it as a
challenge and work harder at overcoming it and beginning a new.
This is not easy at all but it is the best training an entrepreneur can get in honing leadership skills
and attaining success. The successful entrepreneur remembers that he is bigger than the business can
ever be.
Catastrophe in essence steers one towards introspection, towards a changed direction and a vision
towards farther horizons to explore. The world we live in today is mired with conflicts and turbulence
of all sorts. There is a high probability of success through rethinking one’s core business strategies and
starting afresh on principles of service, integrity and hard work that commerce initially began with
and gradually lost to greedy profiteering.
In the Memon community, we find many such master-minded Memon personalities who have
engraved their names in the history of Memons for their unstinted philanthropic activities.
One such prime examples of men who made apparent misfortune work out for them was Seth
Ahmad Dawood from Pakistan. Dawood built and rebuilt his business empire thrice in his life. Once
when he migrated from India to Pakistan at the time of the partition, he had to leave his flourishing
trade business behind. Then with the creation of Bangladesh, he had to let go his 60% business
holding in the former East Pakistan. Finally his biggest industrial set ups were nationalized in 1971.
When he went to live in the United States during the nationalization of the 70’s, he ended up exploring
oil fields successfully in the US.
The man proved to be in relentless pursuit of knowledge as he learned Oracle in his eighties. In his
own words, the key to his success was hard work and working without the sense of ego.
In the Memon Alam issue under review, the WMO has tried to incorporate most of the notable and
dignified personalities including leaders in the Memon Community who have imprinted their names
with flying colors in the history of Memon.

Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya
Chief Editor
Memon Alam
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Immortal Memon
Personalities
PROF, ALLAMA ABUL
AZIZ MEMONY
Among the scholars of international repute,
Allama Abdul Aziz Al-Memony’s name
ranks foremost. This world famous religious
scholar, whom even the Arabs called “Ustad” (teacher) has not received due recognition from his own community or country.
But he has been adequately recognized by
the Arab world. It may be due to the fact
that the Allama had complete command
of Arabic language, Grammar and Usage
and most of his work is in Arabic, which
has endeared him more to the Arab world
than his own countrymen and community.
His mastery of the Arabic language stunned
even the Arab scholars who sought his guidance in the subject. His books, written in
Arabic, have been included in the curriculum of various Arab Universities including
the famous Jamia Al Azhar of Egypt.
At the age of 12, the Allama went
to Delhi from his birthplace Rajkot, in
Kathiawar and became a pupil of the noted
scholar and interpreter of Qur’an and
hadith, Mian Nazeer Hussain Dehlavi. He
also studied under the guidance of Deputy
Nazeer Ahmed. For higher studies he
went to Amroha and Rampur and learned
ancient philosophy and logic from Maulana
Muhammad Tayyab Makki of Madrassa
Aliya, Rampur, passing his Munshi Fazil
with distinction from Punjab University. He
was selected for lectureship in Arabic and
Persian at Edward Mission College, Peshawar. Later on, he was appointed professor
of Arabic and Persian Department. He
authored simple translations of Arabic textbooks for which he received Maulvi Fazil.
In 1925, he was appointed Reader of Arabic
at Aligarh Muslim University - the first nonEuropean to be appointed to this post. Here
he wrote about 30 thought provoking books,
which were all printed in Egypt and Syria.
These books are highly rated in Arabic
literature.
In 1928, the Allama received Fellowship from Arabic Academy of Damascus
and subsequently the Egyptian Academy
also offered him fellowship, both of which
were the highest honor for the experts of
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Arabic researchers and scholars. At the
insistence of Mr. Mumtaz Hassan, the Allama accepted the honorary Directorship
of Central Institution of Islamic Research
when Arabic Department was established
in Karachi University, and at the request
of the Vice Chancellor, Professor A.B.A.
Haleem, he became the Head of the Arabic
Department. He also offered his services to
the Arabic Department of Punjab University for two years and later on, he was made
the Head of Arabic Department in Oriental
College.
Due to his old age, he could not continue
as a full time professor and offered his
service as Professor Emeritus at Karachi
University and Sindh University. The Egyptian, Saudi Arabian and Iranian universities
tried their best to acquire the services of
the Allama, which he thankfully declined.
The trend set up by the Allama continues
in the family. His son, Muhammad Umar
Memon, is also a professor.
The Allama was a man of principles and
never compromised on them. He always
believed in simple living and whatever he
saved, he spent on research. He had a very
valuable collection of rare books. Once,
during discussion with a highly acclaimed
scholar of Islam, the Allama was informed
that the scholar was writing a book entitled
“Downfall of Islam” at which the Allama
was infuriated and replied that there has
never been any down fall of Islam in the
past and never would be in future. Downfall
comes in the lives of people and not Islam,
which had remained glorious throughout
history.
When Allama went for Haj in 1957, he
was treated as a royal guest and was given
a royal accord by the Saudi government.
Throughout Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Morocco.
Tunis, Turkey and France for research work
he was respected.
The Allama donated Rs. 300,000 each to
Nadwatui Islam (Voice of Islam) and Aligarh Muslim University: He also gave significant donations to Darul Uloom, Binori
Town, Karachi and donated thousands of
priceless books on different research works
to various universities.
The Arabic poets of various countries

have written poems in honor of Allama
Memony. He was also honored with the
degree of doctorate and awarded medals by
various Arab countries. The Government of
Pakistan conferred upon him the Pride of
Performance.
The special feature about the Allama was
his memory, particularly about books. He
could easily tell anyone as to which rare
book was available in which library and
even on which shelf. He spoke Arabic like
a native speaker and his speeches in Arabic
were well recognized.
The Allama, due to his mastery of the
Arabic language, was nominated on the
Committee of Arab scholars to finalize the
latest version of the Arabic Dictionary AlLisanul Arab.

Sir ADAMJEE HAJI
DAWOOD

“Many parents of idle income group are reluctant to seek any assistance for the education of their children, but he advised them,
not to allow their ego to become a hurdle in
the way, of their children’s education. They
are the Memon citizens of tomorrow and
your prosperous depends on their health
and good character. It is your right to seek
help from the society and it is the obligation
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of the society to remove your difficulties.
Even a bit of carelessness on the part of any
one will be tantamount to pushing the community towards a set-back to that extent”.
Adamjee Haji Dawood, the founder of the
Memon Educational & Welfare Society,
uttered these words on 7th October 1934,
while speaking at the first meeting of the
Society.
Adamjee was born on 30th June 1880,
at Jetpur in Kathiawar; his father Haji
Dawood Baig Mohammed and his mother
Hanifa Bai used to call him by ‘Adamjee’
instead of Adam and, therefore, he was
widely known as Adamjee. Though Adamjee was keen about education, he could
not go beyond fourth class in Gujrati. In
1895, at the age of 15, he went to Proma
town of Burma, and started his career as
an employee of Mr. Saleh Mohammad
Ghaziani. His salary was only Rs. 25 per
month but after completion of one year his
employer, in appreciation of his honesty
and work, gave him a prize of Rs. 125 and
an embroidered cap.
In 1913, Adamjee started his firm in
Rangoon under the name of Adamjee Haji
Dawood & Co. In 1914, a branch of this
firm was opened in Calcutta. This firm progressed well and afterwards was converted
into a limited company with a capital of Rs.
5,000,000.
Adamjee entered industrial field in 1923.
He established a match factory in Rangoon.
He was director of Rangoon Electric Trading Company and Scandia Steam Navigation Company. He took Burma Fire and
Marine Insurance Company under his own
management and was taken on the Managing Board of Bank of India Limited. He
was a leading businessman of jute and rice.
He was elected the first President of Burma
Indian Chamber of Commerce, established
in Burma. Later, he became the President
of this Chamber. This was his first public
activity.
After the death of his father, when he
came back to Rangoon he found that
Hakim Ajmal Khan, a great leader of the
Muslim community, had arrived there in
connection with the funds for Tibia College.
Adamjee donated a fairly large amount to
the College fund. He also gave a generous
amount to Burma University. During the
same period he started to give scholarships
to Muslim students in his individual capacity. He was elected president of Rangoon
Memon Jamat in which capacity he served
for several years.
His main line of business was jute bags,
which were generally imported from
Calcutta. So, he decided to establish a jute
mill in Calcutta, and he was the first ever
Muslim to start a jute Mill. His Scottish
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and Marwari rivals created many hurdles
in his way but at last he successfully started
construction of a mill in December 1927
at Blur, about 5 miles away from Calcutta,
with a huge capital of Rs. 8,000,000. The
mill started its production in December
1928.
Haji Dawood Baig Mohammed, father of
Adamjee, had opened a small dispensary in
Jetpur and was planning to convert it into a
large hospital but due to his demise this programme could not materialize. Sir Adamjee
purchased a large plot of land in Jetpur
near station and constructed ‘Haji Dawood
Hospital’. He provided one lac rupees for
maintenance of the hospital. He took active interest in Public welfare projects and
extended considerable material support to
Anglo-Gujrati School of Calcutta.
Heavy rains in 1928 throughout Gujrat
and Kathiawar resulted in floods, which
claimed several human lives and colossal
loss to property. Some stalwarts established
a fund named ‘Gujrat Kathiawar Rail Rahat
Committee’ and went to Mr. M.K. Gandhi
and requested him to recommend an honest
and enthusiastic man who could manage
the affairs. Mr. Gandhi named Mr. Adamjee Haji Dawood as the proper person.
Therefore, a delegation headed by Mr. Tri
Bhuvan Hira Chand, a leading businessman
of Bombay, reached Calcutta and requested
Mr. Adamjee to accept the responsibilities
as Chairman of the Relief Committee. Despite his pre-engagements Sir Adamjee accepted the responsibilities and successfully
handled the job. He also donated generously
to the Committee.
Addressing a conference on the topic of
education, he emphasized the importance
of learning and knowledge. He focused attention on the rapid progress in science and
learning. He cited Russia’s efforts to develop
the country. Even in India, which is considered to be a backward country, Parsis have
made tremendous progress. Hindus are also
working hard to achieve material progress.
He deplored that the majority of the Memons remained semi-literate. The community
whole-heartedly responded to the call of
Mr. Adamjee, and they became united
under his bold and dynamic leadership.
Memon Educational and Welfare Society
was formed in 1933 to promote knowledge
and learning in the community.
The welfare activities of Adamjee were
not confined to the Memon community
only, he did his best for everybody. In 1934,
he collected funds for earthquake victims
of Bihar and Quetta under the auspices of
the Society and very efficiently handled the
relief activities by creating a volunteer force.
Adamjee had an unshakeable faith in
the leadership of the Quaid-e-Azam. Not

only Adamjee but also the whole Memon
Community had regard for the Quaid even
before the well-known Pakistan Resolution. The Memons in Calcutta felicitated
the Quaid in 1936 in a large gathering of
Muslims. In those days, the Quaid-e-Azam
was known as Mr. Jinnah. Mr. Adamjee
addressed the gathering as the leader of
the community, and from that moment he
started taking interest in politics.
He was also actively interested in the
promotion of sports. He was patron of the
well-known Mohammedan Sporting Club
of Calcutta and did his best for its progress.
In recognition of his status in trade and
industry and selfless services he rendered
for the welfare of the masses, the British
Government awarded him knighthood in
1938.
He reached Jetpur again in 1940 in connection with the marriage of his younger
son. There he built a school named ‘Sir
Adamjee Muslim High School’. Moreover,
with a view to preserving the memory of
his late mother he purchased a building and
established ‘Hanifa Bai Kanyashala’ (Girls
School). He also formed a private Organization and got it registered as ‘Sir Adamjee
Haji Dawood Educational and Medical
Society’.
In 1940, the Quaid-e-Azam emphasized
the need for a press for projecting the
point of view of the Muslim League. He
established a press fund in which Adamjee
was the first man to send his contribution
telegraphically. Adamjee served the Muslim
League in a befitting manner from 1936
to 1948. During this period he had close
contact with the Quaid-e-Azam, and he was
one of his reliable colleagues.
The newly born nation Pakistan confronted heavy odds in its early days. Only a
nominal amount was received by the State
out of total allocation. The dispute over the
balance left the exchequer empty of fund. In
those days Adamjee came to Karachi, the
Quaid-e-Azam had a meeting with him in
camera, only Mr. Ghulam Mohammad, the
then Finance Minister, was there. During
the deliberations, Admjee put forth very
useful suggestions, which became the basis
of a viable economy of this nascent state.
In January 1948, to consult him on matters relating to the formation of the State
Bank of Pakistan, the Quaid invited him.
In those days Adamjee was a heart patient.
The meeting was arranged at upper storey
of the building and there was no arrangement of elevator. He had to walk upstairs
which aggravated his heart trouble. Col.
Shah immediately gave him initial treatment. He was rushed to his residence in
Saddar, but he died the next day on the 27th
of January 1948.
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BARRISTER ABDUL
SATTAR WALI

gettable for the reforms of the community.
Elsewhere, in the book his services to
the cause of the Memons, Muslims and
Indians, generally have been described. In
short, Barrister Wali was one of the rare
leaders of the community whose services unfortunately could not be utilized
because of his advanced views on reforms
and adoption of democratic system in
running the organizations. Not having
succeeded in his mission he became frustrated and after migration to Pakistan, he
died unknown, un-honored and unsung.

SETH AHMAD
DAWOOD

Born with a silver spoon in his mouth to
a very rich family, A.S. Wali was the first
Memon Barrister. All his life he remained
an idealist and reformist. Charities of his
father were very well known and Barrister Wali inherited both the wealth and
generosity of his father. He spent lavishly
on the causes, which were dear to his
heart. He was a fluent orator in Memony,
Gujrati, Urdu, English and Persian.
Eminent leaders like Mr. M.A. Jinnah and
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu sought his company
at public functions.
The weekly “Memon Sudharak” was
published under the editorship of the late
Barrister A. Sattar Wali, who played a
very vital role in bringing reforms and
awakening to the Memon community.
This weekly also published regular columns to pave the way for holding Memon
conference. The magazine also inspired
new writers in Gujrati on subjects like
social evils, and harshest possible critical
articles were published very boldly. Barrister Wali traveled extensively throughout
Kathiawar to see for himself the social
and educational conditions of the Memon
community. He realized the need to publish a magazine for campaigning reforms
and, as such, he started the publication
from Bombay in 1929, the leadership of
the community at that time was mostly
hereditary. “Memon Sudharak” strongly
deplored this system and advised the community members to elect leaders through
ballot. In 1931, when Barrister Wali raised
this issue in the Memon conference and
moved a resolution against the existing
system, there was a major uproar. At the
intervention of Seth Adamjee, the resolution was withdrawn. The contribution of
Barrister Wali was very great and unfor-
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Seth Ahmad Dawood, was one of the top
businessmen and industrialists of Pakistan. He was born in 1905 and has played
such an important role as a Memon that
his services cannot be excluded from
Memon history. He was the founder of
Dawood Foundation through which he
established Dawood Engineering College
in Karachi. In the early days some of the
subjects taught in this College were not
being taught in any other university/college anywhere in Pakistan. Even after nationalization of this College he provided
casual financial aid to the institution. The
Foundation runs schools and other charitable institutions.
He was the founder trustee of Al-Shifa
Eye Hospital to which his Foundation has
contributed more than Rs. 15 million. He
was the main founder of United Memon
Jamat and has always been keen to bring
all the Memons on one platform. Unfortunately, during the Bhutto regime, he was
kept under house arrest for several months
for just being an outspoken industrialist.
He left Pakistan for a couple of years during which period he did exploratory work
in USA in the field of oil exploration. He
was a very daring industrialist with a foresight. In East Pakistan, due to labor unrest
nobody was prepared to buy the PIDC
Project Karnaphuli Paper and Chemical
Mill, but Ahmed Dawood dared and continued to run it profitably till the emergence of Bangladesh. His main mission
that every able bodied man in Pakistan
should be provided with a bicycle to make
him mobile has not yet been fulfilled.
The Dawood family started from humble origins when Ahmed Dawood began
trading in pre-partition India and was
eventually joined by his brothers. At partition, the family opted to move to Pakistan, where the new nation created ample
openings and opportunities for business
and industry. The family thus made the

transition from business to industry,
first establishing Dawood Cotton Mills
Limited in 1952. The industry expanded
rapidly. With the realization that the only
way to maintain continuous growth and
enhance reputation was to expand internationally, the first international office
was established in Manchester, England,
operating under the title ‘Dawood (England) Limited’. Simultaneously, senior
members of the family, in a bid to ensure
that the education of all successive generations be given the utmost importance,
sent their children to England to pursue
their studies.
As such, nearly the entire second
generation has graduated with university
degrees from England, from where they
proceeded to the United States to study
business at graduate level. The family
can boast of having graduates of the best
universities like Oxford, Manchester, London School of Economics, Strathclyde,
McGill, University of Western Ontario,
Harvard, Northwestern and Columbia.
The family has more MBAs than any
other family in Pakistan. The Dawoods
decided to expand further. In 1959, the
family purchased Burewala Textile Mills,
a cotton textile mill with its own ginning
factory, and in 1969 established Dillon,
which manufactured nylon and synthetic
yam. Their last textile venture was Lawrencepur Woolen Mills.
The strategy of diversification was
marked by the setting up of Dawood
Hercules Chemicals (Urea fertilizer), followed by Transpak (baby food, toothpaste, toothbrushes and other consumer
goods), Dawood Yamaha (Motorcycles),
Dawlance (refrigerators and microwaves),
Descon Engineering (construction), and
Meiji Biscuits.
A move into the financial sector was
the next step. It was put into effect with
the establishment of Central Insurance
Company (in-house insurance), BRR
Capital Modarba (leasing under the Islamic mode of financing), BRR Secound
Modarba (working capital finance), and
Equity International Modarba (venture
capital funding as a joint venture with
IFC and Robert Flemings). All three
Modarbas have since been merged into
one, namely BRR International Modarba. Other concerns include Orient
Insurance Company, and the latest,
Dawood Leasing Company Limited, a
joint venture among the four brothers
and other renowned financial institutions of Pakistan. Prior to the establishment of Bangladesh, the Dawood family
also owned and managed Karnaphuli
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Paper Mills Limited and Karnaphuli
Rayon and Chemicals Limited, which
utilized bamboo as raw material for all
their products. Karnaphuli Jute Mills
Ltd was established in East Pakistan.
With the nationalization fever in the
early seventies, when Mr. Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto took over the reins of Pakistan,
Dawood Petroleum Limited and Central
Life were taken over by the State.
Finally, when this industrial empire was
divided among the brothers, Seth Ahmad
Dawood, Mr. Suleman Dawood, Mr. Siddiq Dawood and late Mr. Ali Mohammad
Dawood, the industrial ventures, mentioned earlier, were amicably distributed
and are being owned and managed by
each one of the brothers or descendants.

ABDUL WAHID
ADAMJEE
Eldest son of Sir Adamjee, Abdul Wahid was born in 1908. He was educated
in a convent school in Rangoon. He
acquired deep knowledge of business
correspondence from his office staff to
make up for the deficiency of higher
education. He learned business management in a systematic manner from his
father, who appointed him to various departments in his large business empire.
He established the largest jute mill in
the world near Dacca, which was visited
by foreign visitors including ruling
Presidents and the queen of England. In
this jute mill, all facilities were provided
for thousands of workers. The assets of
the jute mill then were estimated to be
around Rs. 110 million. He also started
Adamjee Particles and Boards Mill,
Magna Textile Mills, Aroma Tea, etc.
The Adamjees became the owners of the
biggest tea gardens in the world. In West
Pakistan, in 1952, Adamjee Cotton Mill
was established. He also established Adamjee Chemicals and paper Board units.
Adamjee Insurance was established in
1960. He remained Chairman of the
Adamjee Group of Industries. Almost
every regime in Pakistan sought his
co-operation in the field of business and
industrial development. He was offered
ministerial post but he always refused.
He became the Chairman of Pakistan
Industrial Credit Investment Corporation (PICIC) and rendered valuable
services for the industrialization of the
country. He also established Adamjee
Insurance Company, which is the largest
in Pakistan.
In recognition of his valuable services,
he was awarded “Hilal-e-Pakistan”. He
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was Chairman and Director of many public companies including Pakistan Refinery
Limited, Zeal Pak Cement and other
companies. According to a report published in those days in New York Times,
the industrial assets of Adamjees were to
the tune of 60 million US Dollars, half
of which were invested in East Pakistan.
He became the President of All Pakistan
Memon Educational and Welfare Society
when its offices were shifted to Karachi
from Calcutta. His services in managing
and increasing the assets of the society
are worthy of note. The Federal ‘B’ Area
Memon Colony was built by the Society
under his leadership. So did the Adamjee
family build the Adamjee Science College
with their generous donations towards
construction and maintenance of the college. His family constructed Adamjee Haji
Dawood Public School in Dacca, also established the Adamjee Foundation, which
is contributing towards general welfare
of the masses without any discrimination
and without any publicity.

ABDUL SATTAR EDHI

ABDUL LATIF
EBRAHIM BAWANI

Services rendered by Abdul Sattar Edhi
and his Foundations, which are spread all
over Pakistan and are innumerable, are
only too well known. The work, has been
done on an ever-increasing scale for the last
forty years. The services rendered during
the Afghanistan-USSR war, at the risk to
his person, cannot be ignored. Mr. Edhi
went personally to the war zone to do and
supervise relief work. Similarly, his services
in Lebanon during Israel occupation of the
West Bank and Gaza strip are also unforgettable. He also went to Palestine to help the
refugees. He also arranged to send ten thousand tones of rice, worth Rs. 30 millions,
to Eriteria in Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia and
other African countries that were torn and
devastated by famine, hunger, and civil war.
To Bangladesh also, he sent volunteers with
ambulances and an amount of US Dollar
10,000/- for relief to the needy people there.
In 1986, anti-social elements brought about
Sri Lankan girls to Pakistan by luring them to
secure good and lucrative jobs for them and
later on tried to involve them in 112 immoral
professions. Maulana Edhi came to their rescue,
arranged for their return journey to Sri Lanka
and in the meantime kept them in the security
of his institutions. He always came to the rescue
of such destitute people including fishermen
or other foreigners who either crossed the
border illegally or sea front or who over stayed
in Pakistan. Such people are provided shelter,
food and care before they are sent back to their
respective countries. The account of his services
needs volumes. However, it must be said to
his credit that a single individual, sleeping on a

AL-Haj Abdul Latif Bawany was one of
the most popular leaders of the community
He was known as Kaka Bawany (Uncle Bawany) among Memons and Non-Memons
alike. He is remembered for his dedicated
services not only for the community but
also for humanity as a whole. His public life
started in Burma where he was a leading
member of Rangoon Memon Jamat and
founder member of the local chamber of
commerce.
Even before the partition of India,
he was known for his philanthropy, the
organizations that benefited from his generosity include Darul-Anjuman-e-Himayat-e-Islam, Islamic Economic Institute,
Aligarh University, Jetpur High School
and Jetpur Gymkhana. He served Jetpur
Memon Association for three years. He
also played a great role in the working
of the Memon Conference as well as the
Memon Educational & Welfare Society
and contributed much towards the formation of Memon Relief Committee in
Pakistan.
He also played a vital role in the establishment of the All Pakistan Memon Federation and remained its president for two
years. His contribution is also countable in
developing the Memon Colony under the
auspices of the Pakistan Memon Educational & Welfare Society at Federal ‘B’ Area,
Karachi.
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charpoy in Mithadar, manages a chain of trusts
and foundations and personally supervises relief
work whenever he receives a message of distress.
At great personal risk he reaches the spot where
someone is lying in an inaccessible area where
two rival groups are exchanging fire. He does
not hesitate to carry a stinking dead body or a
decomposed and unmanageable corpse, lying
in a ditch. It seems that a call from the needy becomes irresistible for him and he rushes to their
rescue. All this he is doing without any assistance from the government. People having faith
in his integrity, donate to his trusts and foundations generously. He is adored and respected by
the people of Pakistan for his untiring, selfless
and fearless services to the cause of humanity.
One unique thing about this legendary man is
that he works with his own hands. He prefers
personal supervision in the relief work. He leads
by example, whether it be the last Islamic bath
to a dead body, wrapped in shroud and even in
temperatures soaring to 120 deg. F with ice slabs
kept in the pick-up since he does not have facility
of air-conditioned ambulances, or taking the
dead body to its native graveyard. In Karachi it
is next to impossible that if you go out of your
home and travel on the main roads for some
distance without coming across a fleet. He has
established orphanages, hospitals, homes for
the destitute (Apna Ghar), cancer hospital and
blood bank. In addition, he along with his force
of volunteers, and his wife, is always there on the
spot whenever an S.O.S. is received. It is a tribute
to his selfless services that the people of the
calamity hit area look up to him for help rather
than the Government.
It is rather strange that he has not received the kind of recognition on international scale that he deserves except Ramon
Malagasy Award, Philippines. For the
services rendered to the victims of Armenia
earthquake, the Government of USSR also
awarded him a medal. He also maintains a
number of air ambulances.

AHMED E.H. JAFFER
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The above name in fact represents a family
tree and includes Ahmed, his father Sir
Ebrahim, his grandfather, Haroon and his
great grandfather Jaffer. All of them were
very well-known Kutchi Memons.
Jaffer started his business empire in 1861
in Pune, near Bombay, which was then one
of the main cantonments of the British
army. Jaffer was not only the leader of the
Muslims, but he was a well known philanthropist also.
Jaffer’s son, Haroon, also kept the family tradition alive and was well known
in the Bombay Presidency. Ebrahim was
a noted Muslim leader and a leading
businessman. He became member of the
Bombay Legislative Assembly in 1910
and in 1915. Up to 1930 he remained a
member of the Council of State, New
Delhi. In 1920, he was appointed to the
Imperial Council of India, which acted
as Advisory Committee to the Viceroy of
India. In 1914 he was awarded the title
of ‘Khan Bahadur and in 1926, knighthood was conferred on him. Sir Ebrahim
took active part in spreading education
amongst the Muslims and he presided
over the Bombay Muslim Education Conference, which was attended by Sir Akbar
Hydery, Sir Ghulam Husain Hidayatullah,
and Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed. His educational
activities got the patronage of the British
Governor of Bombay.
He established a big Hall (Jaffer Hall)
in Pune in the name of his grandfather.
He was instrumental in getting two hours’
break for the Muslims working in the
Government departments to enable them to
offer juma prayers. He also managed to remove illegal possession by the Government
of the Shahi Mosque of Ahmednagar. He
took up the cause of renovating the Mazar
of the Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar in Rangoon. Though he was successful
in getting the Mazar included in the list of
historical monuments, the renovation work
could not be completed during his life time.
He died at an early age of 50.
Ahmed E.H. Jaffer was born in 1909. After matriculation, he joined Deccan College,
Pune, for further education. He was a very
ardent sport lover. He wanted to join Indian
Civil Service but his father was against it
or any other service so he joined the family
business.
He was the chairman of the Reception COMMITTEE OF All India Muslim
Educational Conference held in 1940. This
conference was presided over by the Chief
Minister of Bengal Moulvi Faziul Haq and
the inauguration ceremony was performed
by the then Governor of Bombay.
Ahmed Jaffer was elected to the Indian

Legislative Assembly while he was 24
years old. The defeated candidate, Hussain
Bhai Laijee, filed a petition that under the
Constitution of India, a person below the
age of 25 could not be elected as a member
of the Assembly. But very soon, in 1946, he
again defeated the same opponent from the
same constituency to become the youngest
legislator.
The Quaid-e-Azam Appointed him
Deputy Whip of the Muslim League Party
in the Assembly. Coming over to Pakistan,
he naturally remained a member of the
Constituent Assembly and Parliament and
remained as such till 1954 when GovernorGeneral Ghulam Muhammad dissolved the
parliament.
Ahmed jaffar is well-known as a member
for putting the highest number of questions in the Parliament on various aspects,
particularly about the problems faced by
the Mohajirs. For the rehabilitation of the
refugees he became the Chairman of the
Board of Refugees Rehabilitation, Sindh,
and was instrumental in establishing the
First Mohajir Colony in the Gizri area of
Karachi.
Ahmed became a well-known industrialist having assumed the chairmanship of
several public and private limited companies, including some of his own. He
was designated Chief-de-Mission of the
Pakistan Squad for the Rome Olympic
Games. He remained associated with
a number of foreign organizations such
as Gulf Chamber, Pak-German Cultural
Association, Pak-Kuwait Friendship
Association, Foreign Affairs Council of
Pakistan, Pakistan-Arab Cultural Society,
Old and New Parliamentarians Association, National Playing Fields Association
of Pakistan, English Speaking Union of
Pakistan and many other such organizations.
He went as Pakistan’s delegate to many
countries. He was a well-known collector of
stamps and was a keen sportsman playing
squash, tennis, and golf. He was good at
horse riding, and swimming. He was also a
member of the Karachi Aero Club, Karachi
Boat Club, Karachi Gymkhana, Karachi
Race Course, Rawalpindi Gymkhana and
Lahore Gymkhana. He was also a member
of prestigious clubs of England.
He received many awards such as Sitarae-Pakistan and foreign awards from Spain,
Brazil, Jordan and the Government of
U.K. At the age of 81, he was invited to
Islamabad to attend a meeting which was
convened by the Government to discus
celebrating the Pakistan Golden Jubilee in
a befitting manner. But he died there of a
massive heart attack.
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SETH HAJI ABDUL
SATTAR

The old generation of Memons took politics
as part of their religion and Sattar Seth was
a living example of this. He belonged to the
Kutchi Memon community. His forefathers
went to Malabar, South India, for business
purposes. Haji Sattar Seth was born there
in 1894. He received his primary and higher
education there and also performed Haj
with his father in 1906. He stayed in Saudi
Arabia for two years and acquired knowledge of Islam as well as Arabic language.
He again went for Haj with his father in
1914 and again stayed there for two years
for educational purpose. He started his
political career by taking part in the Khilafat
Movement. He was regarded as one of the
closest companions of Maulana Shaukat
Ali. He was elected joint Secretary of the
Kerala Muslim League. In 1935, he was
elected member of the Legislative Assembly
with a comfortable margin. In 1946, he was
re-elected to the Legislative Assembly and
became Chief Whip of the Muslim League
Parliamentary Party. He served as a member of the Central Working Committee of
the Muslim League from 1938 to 1948. After independence, he remained a member of
the Indian Constituent Assembly till 1948.
He took part in GATT Conference held at
Geneva as a representative of India. He was
held in high esteem by the Muslim League
circles which is evident from the fact that
the Quaid-e-Azam invited him in 1948
to come to Pakistan and appointed him
ambassador of Pakistan in Egypt in which
position he served for 3 years. Besides, he
rendered services as Pakistani diplomat in
Saudi Arabia. In 1957, he was appointed
High Commissioner of Pakistan in Sri
Lanka where he served for five years. He
came back to Pakistan in 1962 and retired
from Politics. He had command of English,
Gujrati, Urdu, Malayalam, Tamil and Arabic languages. His services in Egypt, Saudi
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Arabia and Sri Lanka proved much useful
because of his knowledge of Arabic and
Tamil Languages.
During Pakistan Movement, he published
an Urdu weekly ‘Hind’. At the time of
migrating to Pakistan his business was flourishing in Malabar. But, on a telephonic call
from the Quaid-e-Azam, he left all that immediately and reached Pakistan and started
performing the duties assigned to him.
Whenever he was approached for award of
a title, he declined politely. He never submitted any claim for his property worth crores
of rupees that he had left in India while
coming to Pakistan. So simple was his life
style that even in his declining age, he went
to markets for buying things of daily use.
It is unfortunate that leaders like A. Sattar Seth, who came here sacrificing all their
belongings for the cause of Pakistan, have been
forgotten. Not only this, but they were consigned
to marginal positions even during their life time.

MR. A.K. SUMAR

Mr. A.K. Sumar was a leading businessman
and philanthropist of the community. He
was much known for the longest ever tenure
of service in his capacity as the President
of the All Pakistan Memon Federation. He
struggled a lot to eliminate the ill customs
of the community. He started his political
career in 1941 when he became the organizing Secretary of Bombay Provincial Muslim
Students Federation.
After partition, he came to Karachi and
gave attention towards business of cloth. He
served the Textile Merchants Association as
its Secretary for three years and five years
as its President. In 1961, he was elected
President of Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry. In 1965, he was elected
in the Parliament and became Chairman of
National Press Trust.
In 1969, he became President of the All
Pakistan Memon Federation and resigned
from that post in 1976.

ABDUL RAZZAK TASTY
He was a prominent businessman and a
generous philanthropist, extending assistance to various social welfare activities. His
donations for various humanitarians cause
run into tens of millions of rupees and he
always looks forward to donating more
funds to new and deserving cause.

HUSSAIN QASIM DADA

Born in Bantva in 1867, he went to school
at the age of nine and studied up to the
school level certificate, which was up to
seventh class in Gujrati.
His father had a small stationery shop.
Young Hussain became a teacher at a
school in Bantva and earned Rs. 3 per
month. After one year, he taught in another
village as an acting head master at a monthly salary of Rs. 12. In 1894, he accepted a
job, which took him to towns in South India
and finally joined in the service of Suleman
Kasim Mitha at Tell cherry selling salt for
the employer. Having worked for Mitha, he
decided to start an independent venture in
the same line and in the same place with a
loan from his previous employer. Luck favored him and in the very first year he made
a profit of Rs. 3,000. Later on he expanded
his business in the towns of Kerala state.
His success was due to low expenses, hard
work, a low margin of profit and a large
turn over.
Nothing succeeds like success. He was
able to extend his business in many places
of India, Burma, Ceylon, French IndoChina, Singapore and Siam. By that time
he was a successful and well-known big
businessman dealing in most items like food
grains, cotton yarn, jute and related items.
He was now Hussain Seth. He shifted his
head office to Bantva.
Now he started to devote his time in the
field of community service also. He had an
eye for constructing houses, taking care of
wind and light direction and constructed
many buildings in his family complex. He
became the Chairman of the Reception
Committee of the first Memon Conference
held in Rajkot. Many British dignitaries,
ruling princes and the Quaid-e-Azam also
stayed with him as his house guest.
Coming to Pakistan at an age of eighty,
he purchased new properties and created
a family trust. His interest in designing
buildings and supervising their construction
helped him to construct suitable homes for
his family members. Having a soft spot for
orphans, he started one orphanage in Karachi also for which he created a special trust
with an amount of Rs. one million.
A most remarkable incident worth emu-
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lating but very difficult to follow was that
though his properties in India were taken
over by the Indian Government, under
evacuee laws it served a notice upon him
for income tax dues of Rs. 5 million. This
remarkable man, true to his Memon spirit,
arranged to pay this amount to the Indian
Government.
Mr. Dada was really one of the great
Memons.

HASSAN ALI EFFENDI

English language was considered a satanic
dialect and the Muslims were not ready
to learn that language with the result
that earlier Persian and later on Sindhi,
became the official languages of the Province of Sindh. Taking advantage of this,
the Hindus started learning English Language, and having been previously adapt
at Sindhi, Persian, and Arabic languages,
they monopolized government jobs at
least at the top and middle levels. The
late Mr. Hassan Ali Effendi, born on 14th
August 1830, in an Akhund Memon family of Hyderabad, was a scholar of Qur’an
and Persian language. He also learned
English to become a clerk in the Deputy
Collector’s Office at Naushehro Feroz.
Here he came in touch with a Christian
Colleague from whom he learned advanced English. He came in contact with
the then Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Middleton, at Sindh Chief Court, on whom
he left a good and favorable impression.
The justice later appointed Mr. Effendi
Serishtedar. Here he got an opportunity to
study and learn legal process and was able
to get a Sanad (Certificate) to officiate as
a lawyer. Soon, his brilliant exposition of
legal acumen enabled him to be appointed
Public Prosecutor, the first local person to
be appointed to this post. Before him only
Englishmen were appointed to this post.
Having established himself in his profession, he diverted his attention towards social welfare services to Muslims. For this
purpose he established Anjuman-e-Islam,
Karachi, and became its President. The
object of the Anjuman was to protect the
rights of Muslims and to spread education amongst them. Later on, Mr. Effendi
met Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and discussed
with him the desperate situation of Sindhi
Muslims and disclosed his plans to set up
a high school in Karachi. Sir Syed encouraged him by advising him to upgrade the
school to college and university level. Like
Sir Syed, Effendi also had to face hostility
from orthodox Muslim scholars and their
followers. To counter the resistance of
orthodox Muslims, he started publishing
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a magazine “Muwan-e-Majlis-e-Muhammadi”. Another hurdle was shortage of
funds. For collection of funds, delegations were sent to Muslim Nawabs and
rulers of different States. The Nizam of
Hyderabad donated Rs. 4000, the Nawab
of Junagadh Rs.10,000 and also offered
facilities of teaching Muslims from Sindh
at Bahauddin College, Junagadh, free of
cost. After great efforts, a few rooms were
constructed on the site with a very small
number of students attending the English
classes. After a few years, some land was
acquired from the Municipality on which
a spacious building was constructed in
1890 for Sindh Madrassatul Islam, which
still exists. Thus, after suffering immense
humiliation, anguish, hardship, abuses
and resistance, Mr. Effendi achieved his
objectives in establishing this educational
institution in Sindh. His role and struggle
is historic. The Turkish Caliph conferred
the title Effendi on him.
The two sons of Mr. Effendi, Wali Muhammad and Ali Muhammad, who were in
the government service, gave him full support and Wali Mohammad gave up government service to become the first Principal of
the Sindh Madrassatul Islam, even though
its future was uncertain.
Several renowned figures of the Muslim
community acquired their education in this
historical institution including Mr. Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Father of the Nation, Mr.
Abdullah Haroon, Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto,
Allama I.I. Kazi. The Madrassa had British
as well as Muslim Principals like Dr. Omar
Bin Daudpota, Wali Muhammad Hassan
Ali and others.

HUSEIN EBRAHIM
JAMAL

Elder brother of Latif Ebrahim Jamal,
he always felt a pinch due to his incomplete education and for that reason he
took keen interest in educational activities throughout his life. In 1928, he went
to Africa at the age of 14 and joined his
uncle’s business. He started business
dealings in cashew nuts. He returned to
Bombay where he made rapid progress
in business and in a very short span of
time he acquired the status of one of the
leading exporters and importers. He also
entered business of jute bags. He became
very close to Sir Adamjee Dawood. He
started large scale business of cashew
nuts and was later termed as the king of
cashew nuts in India. At that time he was
only 30 years old. He earned fame and
credit in public life. His social activities
were spread in Bombay, Baroda, Okha
and Calcutta. He was a member of the
provincial Muslim League Working
Committee in Bombay, a member of the
Managing Committee of Memon Chamber of Commerce, Bombay. The Governor
of Bombay made him justice of Peace in
recognition of his extraordinary services.
He took keen interest in All Pakistan
Memon Educational and Welfare Society, Dwarka Boarding House and Baroda
Boarding House. He extended financial
aid to many institutions including religious
institutions.
During the influx of refugees from
Okha Port to Karachi, his services and
donations were notable. He migrated to
Pakistan and started his relief activities
with the establishment of Memon Relief
Committee for providing assistance to the
refugees reaching Khokhrapar and other
points from India. He started schools in
Nawabad and Khadda with large donations. He played active part in the establishment of All Pakistan Memon Federation. During his life time he desired to
donate an amount of Rs. 5 million to start
a polytechnic for which a lot of spade
work was done but the same amount
perhaps was diverted, after his death,
for financing HEJ Research Institute of
Chemistry at the University of Karachi.
He was a kind-hearted gentleman of upright character. His family members in his
memory established a foundation, named
Hussain Foundation. In all rehabilitation
and welfare services he donated generously. To mark his generous donations a
portion of Memon Colony in Federal ‘B’
Area is named as Hussainabad. He served
as President of All Pakistan Memon Educational and Welfare Society. He died in
London in 1972.
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HABIB HAJI PIR
MUHAMMAD
He was one of three big guns from Bantva
- Haji Adam, Hoosen Seth and Haji Habib
Pir Muhammad were the three wealthiest
Memon business men form Bantva with
business activities spread all over India. Haji
Habib was born in 1895. Since his father
died early, he was not able to complete
even his primary education and had to join
his father’s business, which spread far and
wide. Besides being one of the top most
businessmen, he was very service-minded
and his generosity was also second to
none. In donating generous amounts, he
matched with the top contributors in the
field of education and health care. When he
heard about the plight of refugees leaving
India, he instructed British India Steamship
Company with which he had big business,
to debit his personal account for the tickets
of those refugees leaving for Karachi, and
who could not afford to pay their fare. He
also arranged sufficient ration at all the
exit points from India to Karachi. He was
considered a king of food grains in which
business he had expertise, which was matchless. It is believed that the Government of
India through its First High Commissioner
in Pakistan sent him a message that the
Government of India would be very happy
if he would go back to India and continue
his business in food grains. However, Haji
Habib refused to go back to India and decided to stay in Pakistan.

MUHAMMAD ALI
RANGOONWALA
Late Mr. Muhammad Ali Rangoonwala
was a legendary person. Some men are
born great, some achieve greatness and
some have greatness thrust upon them. Mr.
Rangoonwala was born to parents who
had great aspirations about their son and
they desired him to follow the footsteps
of great people. It was in this context that
as soon as their son was born, the father
who was somebody who mattered and
was in personal touch with some of the
leading politicians in India then, sent a
cable from Rangoon (Burma) to Maulana
Muhammad Ali Jauhar requesting him to
send his blessings and permit his son to be
named Muhmmad Ali to which Maulana
Sahib immediately replied in affirmative.
However, great as his upbringing was, Mr.
Rangoonwala achieved greatness due to his
own efforts, which efforts he tried to make,
throughout his life and achieved pinnacles
of glory, international fame due to his hard
work, sincerity of purpose and by setting for
himself certain ideals and goals.
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Mr. Rangoonwala’s father, Mr. V.M.
Gany Rangoonwala and mother, Mrs.
Zuleikhabai always looked forward and
tried to imbibe in their young son ideas of
charity, philanthropy, large heartedness and
leadership. After migration to India from
Burma, the family was deprived of their
wealth and business and young Mr. Rangoonwala was never upset about his poverty
and with pride told his friends that his
mode of transport in Bombay was a bicycle.
His father was amongst the first couple of
Memons in Rangoon to own a motor-car
and headed many welfare organizations in
Rangoon and Calcutta. Muslim dispensary
in Rangoon thrived to become a well-organized clinic in later years and Rangoonwala
Foundation, London, continued to assist
this dispensary with generous financial
assistance. Mr. Rangoonwala always told
his friends that his parents had taught him a
lesson to the effect that whatever you donate
by your own hands would be your money
and what you do not donate personally
would be somebody else’s money. Following this noble advice, Mr. Rangoonwala
developed generosity beyond words. He
gave away large amounts of money to the
trust in the name of Z.V.M. Gany Rangoonwala Trust in Karachi, in 1957, through
which first community centre of its type
Z.V.M. Gany Rangoonwala Community
Centre and V.M. Gany Public School the
like of which may be few and far between in
Karachi were set up. Deserving and needy
students are given preference without compromising with quality of education. Mr.
Rangoonwala did not like the word charity.
He always preferred to keep up the morale
of poor students by personally subsidizing
their full fees from his private purse without
letting students know that 95% fees students
paid came from his own purse. This attitude
helped to create sense of dignity amongst
the poor students and also helped both these
institutions to be ranked amongst the best of
their type in Karachi.
As narrated here-below, Mr. Rangoonwala brushed shoulders with princes, rulers
of countries and many rich persons around
the globe. Sometimes using a limousine
as transport, he would walk many a time
around the pavements of Karachi, Bombay
and other towns in Indo-Pak sub-continent
enquiring sympathetically from the fruit
vendors, hawkers etc. as to how much their
investment and profit was. He also invited
quite a few of them if they desired some
more money to increase profit he would
advance them small loans to expand their
business. This was one of his favorite hobbies. His philosophy in life was rather than
giving fish and loaf to a needy person, give
fishing implement so that he can earn his

living by fishing.
He started his international business
in London. He donated munificently to
various causes including those in Pakistan,
India, Rangoon and U.K. Trust in London.
The trust in London brought him close to
leading philanthropists of Europe and to the
Royal family of U.K. For a particular cause
headed by the Queen, Mr. Rangoonwala
was one of the few invites at the Buckingham Palace and the Queen desired Mr.
Rangoonwala to be one of the trustees. For
another cause started by Prince Philip who
incidentally, was a friend of Mr. Rangoonwala, the Duke with similar request would
invite him to Buckingham Palace. This close
proximity with the royal family and also
due to his generous donations he became
known internationally. Through World
Memon Foundation about hundred and
eighty million Rupees were donated by the
trustees of the Foundation. Through his
own funds, with the assistance of his friends
from Teli Group and others he helped
acquire land to establish Dhoraji Colony,
where some flats and small houses were
given away either free or on subsidized rates
whereas some plots were sold at no profit.
He helped set V.M. Unani Medical College
and Zuleikhabai Hospital in Pune, India.
During the last few months of his life
he repeatedly requested for the feasibility
reports of needed institutions for which he
could donate generously. Aligarh University, India, had sent him a word to donate
to the community centre there and he was
committed to send his aide to Aligarh on
his behalf to find out the position. However,
he never recovered to fulfill his almost last
desire.
He was one of the first businessmen to
migrate to Karachi and did yeoman service
in the fields of relief to refugees, to help
set up business, trade and industry. He
re-activated Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industries of which he became
the President, helped establish Federation
of Chambers & Commerce and Industries,
Pakistan, and also became its President. He
himself established several industries including one of the largest oil terminals.
He was one of few Asians to become the
President of International Chambers of
Commerce and Industries in Paris in which
position he had to undertake visits to many
countries of the world and had the honor of
being received by the Heads of States. He
received awards and titles from Pakistan as
well as Germany and heads of other countries for the services he rendered.
Mr. Rangoonwala headed National Bank
of Pakistan as Chairman. He was Director
PICIC and many other organizations, financial institutions and similarly he was associ-
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ated with some of the world renowned institutions in Europe and America. One of the
feathers in his cap was that he participated
in the last bath given to Quaid-e-Azam’s
body at the Governor’s House.

KASSIM HUSSAIN
DADA
Mr. Kassim H.K. Dada, the famous son of
the equally famous father, has a versatile
personality. His father sent him to Calcutta
in 1931 from where he received his education in English, Gujrati, Urdu, religion,
Arabic, and Hindi. As a child, Kassim
Dada learned to play and enjoy the then
popular games and despite being afflicted
with polio, he played football, hockey and
cricket. He was a great fan of the famous
Mohammadan sporting Club of Calcutta,
and recalls with joy some of the performances of the football team and remembers
all the players and their respective positions
they played on.
When Lord Inchcap, who controlled
shipping companies in India and the Far
East, visited Calcutta, Kassim was selected
to read the address of welcome at a function held in honor of Lord Inchcap. His
ambition was, however, to become a doctor
or an engineer but his father decided that
he should become a businessman. At the
age of 20, he began working in one of the
branches in Coimbatore in Kerala in South
India.
In Bantva, he came in contact with
important persons like the Quaid-e-Azam,
who came to collect funds and many others
who were house guests of his father. The
dressing, table that the Quaid used is now
one of Kassim’s precious possessions. The
Grand Mufti of Palestine, Mr. Yousuf Haroon, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed, Haji Sattar Seth
and Sir George Campbell were guests in
his house. Begum Sahiba Manavadar State,
who was a ruler of the State, used to come
to their house and to seek his father’s advice
on different problems faced by her. Mr.
Kassim had personal relationship with Mr.
Zahid Hussain, the first Governor of the
State Bank of Pakistan and with Khawaja
Nazimuddin, the Governor-General as well
as prime Minister of Pakistan. He had very
close family terms with Mohtarma Fatima
Jinnah and had several opportunities to
meet the Quaid.
Under the influence of Mr. Ismail
Muhammad, a very unusual person, and a
free thinker, who led a very simple life, Mr.
Kassim started washing his own clothes,
which he has been doing for more than
fifty years now. The last time he went to a
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barber was about 35 years ago. He cuts his
own hair. He likes cooking his own food.
When he was the head of the Muhammadi Steamship Company, he had a small
Volkswagens to set an example for others.
While his marriage was an arranged one,
he allowed his three children, out of five to
marry non-Memons. His only son, Sikandar
has obtained B.Sc. (Honors) from London
School of Economics and has now more
or less taken over the multifarious business
responsibilities of Mr. Kassim.
Mr. Kassim has also written a book
by the name of A Ranible Through Life.
He is also quite good as a shikari and is
interested in pigeon breeding and training them. Photography is another hobby,
which included developing and printing.
He was a lover of eastern and western
music playing various musical instruments. He was a globe trotter and once or
twice a year he will go around the world,
mostly to meet his old friends. He paid
115 visits to Europe and 42 visits to USA
and has been to about hundred countries
which include Cuba, South Vietnam,
China, USSR, Paraguay, Venezuela, New
Zealand, Malta and the Bahamas.
Mr. Kassim an active Rotarian, has been
home guest in many countries with his
Rotarian friends and vice versa. His house
open with warm hospitality to many international Rotarians.
He became associated with a shipping
company on the advice of the Quaid-eAzam. He was Chairman and Managing
Director of Muhammadi Steamship Company; founder President of the Pakistan
Ship Owners Association, Chairman of
Pakistan Shipping Lines Limited, Director
of State Bank of Pakistan for 24 years. He
became the President of Karachi Stock
Exchange and remained in that position for nine years. He has also served as
President of the Merchants’ Association
for five years and has served as the Vice
President of the Federation of Pakistan
Memon Federation. As a Rotarian he has
published forty articles and has addressed
many meetings and conferences internationally and was awarded the highest
award of the Rotary International. He
was also President of the Karachi Aero
Club and won an award as its best flying
member. He was invited to join hands
with many foreign companies and served
as Chairman of Johnson and Nicholson
for some 35 years and Chairman of the
original Johnson and Nicholson, which
is now called Berger Paints. He has been
the chairman of Brooke Bond for 22 years
and was chosen to take over its manage-

ment. Mr. Kassim a pioneer in the field
of Asbestos Cement Sheets industry. He
established three plants in Hyderabad,
Karachi and Chittagong. This company is
now known as Dadex Eternet Limited.
Mr. Bhutto wanted Mr. Kassim to serve
as head of a large state corporation, which
would have resulted in helping his own business, but he refused to accept any position,
though earlier he had served on a number
of committees of the federal government.
He is one man who has been a nominee
of the federal government for 24 years when
he was a director of the Central Board of
the State Bank of Pakistan. He was the
first Pakistani businessman who piloted
his own plane and has to his credit 1800
hours of flying experience including 1400
in command. He has piloted planes all over
Pakistan and also foreign countries like
Switzerland, United Kingdom, France and
USA.
He was one of the ten invites from
Pakistan to the Coronation of the Queen
Elizabeth and was awarded Coronation
medal. He received Sitara-e-Khidmat from
the President of Pakistan and Knighthood
from the King of Belgium. In 1954 the
international year Book of Statesmen ‘Who
is Who’ his name was included amongst the
list of fewer than half a dozen persons from
Pakistan.

SULEMAN BHOORA

Mr. Suleman Ebrahim Bhura commenced
his public life by taking active part in the establishment of Anjuman-e-Himayar-e-Islam
in Bantva in the year 1916. He was elected
the first General Secretary and continued to
serve for about 42 years. i.e. till the partition
of the sub-continent. He relentlessly fought
for the Islamic Laws of heirship in Bantva,
which was a remarkable achievement. He
also took a leading part in arranging the sessions of All India Memon Conferences.
After 1940 he joined the politics and
worked for Muslim League as well as for
the struggle for Pakistan. After migrating to
Pakistan, he joined Memon Relief Committee and established the Memon Educational Board in 1949. He became Honorary
Secretary and remained on that post till he
breathed his last. In Karachi he established
the Bantva Anjuman and was elected its
president. He served the organization in
that capacity for eight years. He also started
a magazine named “Meezan” which ceased
publication within a short span of five
months. He also rendered valuable services for the Bantva Memon Jamat as well
as Bantva Memon Co-operative Housing
Society.
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PROF. SULEMAN
GANATRA
Born in 1920 in Karachi, Professor Suleman
studied in D.J. Science College. He received
his degree in Civil Engineering from NED
College and then went to England for
further Studies. Later, he went to Holland and Scotland for short courses in the
engineering field. After returning, he joined
NED College as a lecturer. Besides being
a professional in the field of education, he
also rendered social service and remained
associated with various institutions. He has
officiated as Principal of the NED Engineering College for a short term.

tional level. His wife, Khairunnisa, is also a
highly educated lady. She obtained diploma
course in Public Health from Beirut and
joined Karachi Child Health Centre. She
was one of the first Memon lady speakers
who delivered speeches in USA and Saudi
Arabia. She has served as Vice President of
Pakistan Women League.

DR. UMAR
MUHAMMAD JOOMA

DR. MUHAMMAD
UMAR CHHAPRA
Dr. Umar Chhapra is a shining star among
those Pakistani Memons who have acquired
higher education. He is one of the scholars
who have got his higher education as a
scholar of All Pakistan Memon Educational
and Welfare Society. He has utilized his
scholarship by rendering services to Muslim
countries in the field of economics. He is
presently serving as financial advisor in the
Finance and Monetary Agency of the Saudi
Government and is enjoying a prestigious
status there. He was a brilliant student and
always topped the list of successful candidates. He acquired merit scholarship from
Karachi University in 1956 and received
M. Corn. degree. Thereafter, he proceeded
to USA for his Ph.D. and was admitted to
the University of Minnesota where he was
awarded Cowls fellowship. In 1957, he was
appointed teaching assistant in the same
University and after receiving Ph.D., he was
appointed Assistant Professor in Wisconsin University. Coming back to Pakistan,
he joined the Institute of Development
of Economic as Sr. Economist and subsequently became Assistant Editor of Pakistan
Development Review. He worked with
the Central institute of Islamic Research
as Associate Professor and later as faculty
member of Wisconsin University and Kuwait University.
Dr. Chhapra is also financial advisor to
the Central Bank of Investment, Saudi Arabia. He became one of the trustees of the
World Memon Foundation. He returned all
the loans that he had received from different
sources for pursuing his education. To All
Pakistan Memon Educational and Welfare
Society, he is particularly indebted and he
says that the status, which he is enjoying, is
due to the timely help of this Society.
He has written a number of articles and
books on Islamic economics and has earned
fame as an expert economist of interna-
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by that time had attained fame world over,
was summoned to Ceylon. Unfortunately,
before Dr. Jooma could reach there the
patient died. Anyway, this event received
full coverage in world newspapers and he
became internationally well-known.
He attended several medical conferences
as representative of Pakistan. In 1964, he
was appointed Professor of Neuro-surgery
in Dow Medical College and at the same
time was made honorary surgeon commander in Pakistan Navy. Dr. Jooma had
offered his service in the army.
Dr. Jooma was fond of tennis, photography and reading. He had a spacious Library
containing very informative books on brain
diseases and surgery. He had full command
of English, Urdu and Gujrati languages.
During his life time, Dr. Rashid Jooma, his
eldest son, became a qualified Neuro-surgeon and remained attached with his father.
After the death of his father, Dr. Rashid
Jooma is now one of the leading Neurosurgeons of the country. Dr. Jooma was
planning to retire from active practice in the
field of Surgery as he had developed cancer.
He died on 27 February 1985.

YOSUF ABDUL GHANI
MANDVIA
There is a small village Jalia Devani in
Kathiawar enroute between Jamnagar to
Rajkot. Umar was born in 1917 in the family of Vali Mohammed Jooma. Jooma was
his grandfather and he subsequently became
famous with this name. This child later on
became Dr. Jooma, a doctor of international fame.
While he was 4 years old he went to
South Africa with his father. He received
his primary and secondary education in
Durban. Then he went to another city, Cape
Town where he studied in the university for
three years and returned to Bombay.
In 1943, he passed his MBBS and worked
for five years in K.E.M. Hospital, Bombay.
At that time in the sub-continent there was
only one Neuro-surgeon, Dr. Cooper. When
Dr. Jooma got the chance to work under
Dr. Cooper, he developed interest in brain
surgery. At the same time there came an
advertisement in Local newspapers about
Nuffield scholarship. He applied and got the
scholarship. He then proceeded to England
where he received fellowship of the Royal
College of Surgeons in Neuro-Surgery in
1950. After the death of Dr. Cooper, Dr.
Jooma became one of the leading neurosurgeons of the subcontinent. In 1951, he
returned to Karachi and joined Jinnah Hospital. In 1952, when the Ceylonese Prime
Minister, Mr. Senanaike, received brain
injuries while horse-riding, Dr. Jooma, who

He was another fire-brand writer. Due to his
independent policy and uncompromising
nature, he had to finance his own weeklies
and periodicals. He wrote highly sensitized
Gujrati and never spared the Hindus for what
he considered was anti-Muslim Policies.

USMAN EISA BHAI
WAKEEL
He was one of the few qualified Memon
lawyers in Kathiawar. He was very keen to
promote education and one of the notable
supporters of the First Memon Conference
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held in Rajkot. Subsequently, he made Rajkot
his headquarter, acquired a huge plot of land
where he established a boarding house and
became its Honorary Superintendent while
practicing law in Rajkot and other courts of
Kathiawar. He took keen personal interest in
the welfare and education of each boarder
and rendered yeoman service in that capacity. The property left behind in Rajkot, which
belonged to the Boarding House, is worth
a billion rupees today with hardly anybody
taking care of it. In Karachi, he was one of
the leading members of the Memon relief
committee established to provide relief to the
refugees reaching Pakistan. He was also a
good orator and was active member of Cooperative Housing Society. One of the roads on
Hill Park is named after him

AL-HAJ ZAKARIA
KAMDAR
He is a dedicated social worker. His particular field of social work was the service
rendered to intending Hujjaj through
Anjuman-e-Khuddam-un-Nabi. He was
never interested in politics. However, he was
appointed advisor with the rank of Minister
of State for Hajj by the Government of Pakistan. Later, Mr. Muhammad Khan Junejo
also appointed him Minister of State for
Hajj and Religious Affairs. His main interest
has been social welfare service to mankind.
When the Quain-e-Azam went to
Jetpur during the fund collection tour to
Kathiawar, the Muslims of Jetpur hosted a
reception in his honor. Young Zakaria was
privileged to present the welcome speech.
Mr. Kamdar also served as President of
All Pakistan Memon Federation. He has
traveled extensively for projection of Islam
and visited USA, United Kingdom, Africa
and many other countries in Eastern and
Far Eastern region.

ZAIN NOORANI
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Zainul Abedin Abdul Qadir Noorani
was popularly known as Zain Noorani.
He was born in a wealthy Kutchi family.
His father was one of the richest persons
of the community. Zain received his
education in Bombay. While he was a
student he was elected joint Secretary
of Bombay Provincial Muslim Students
Federation. He took active interest in
politics at a very early age. He remained
a Muslim League from the start to the
end. He was appointed sub-editor of
the ‘Star’ weekly magazine, which was
started to project the need and objective of Pakistan. The publication of the
magazine was banned, so he started
publishing leaflets and pamphlets named
“Oppressed” and “Mazloom” in English
and Urdu languages. In 1947, he started
a weekly magazine ‘Dynamite’ but the
Government banned its publication and
arrest warrants were issued against Mr.
Noorani, which compelled him to flee
to Pakistan. After coming to Pakistan,
he joined ‘Dawn’ group. Later he joined
‘Pakistan Standard’, the mouth piece of
Muslim League. In 1948, he was made
justice of the Peace. He was elected a
member of the KMC and became chairman of its finance committee. Twice he
was elected member of West Pakistan
Assembly and rendered services as the
Chair-man of the Public Accounts Committee.
When Ayub Khan established Convention Muslim League, Mr. Zain Noorani
remained loyal to the old Muslim League
with Khawaja Nazimuddin as its head.
Zain was appointed Joint Secretary of
the Council Muslim League. In 1984,
the Government of Sindh appointed him
Provincial Minister for Excise, Taxation,
Fisheries and Social Welfare. He was
elected Member of the National Assembly
in the elections held on non-party basis in
1985. Later, he was appointed Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs in the Government headed by the late Mr. Junejo.
During the Afghan-Soviet war he
took part in the deliberations at Geneva
under the auspices of the UNO in which
the USSR, one of the super power also
participated. To convince them for withdrawal from Afghanistan was not an
easy task. Zain played a significant role
in convincing the USSR to withdraw
from Afghanistan. Mr. Zain Noorani on
behalf of Pakistani Government signed
the agreement reached at Geneva. He
was the first ever Memon who represented Pakistan in the United Nations twice.
He died in Karachi in 1992.

UMAR MATCHESWALA

This philanthropist and active social worker
of pre-independent movement belonged to
Dhoraji. He insisted on the Quaid-e-Azam to
undertake a tour of Kathiawar for collection
of press fund, assuring him a collection of
minimum of Rs. 100,000 whereas the actual
collection exceeded Rs.150,000. Whenever the
question of donation for any purpose was put
forward, his was the first donation and quite a
substantial one. All through his life he enjoyed
a high reputation.

SIR ABDULLAH
HAROON

Sir Abdullah Haroon was a successful businessman, an acclaimed philanthropist and
a distinguished politician of Sindh. He was
born in 1872. His forefathers were traders by
profession, and because of business transactions had a link with many parts of India.
As a politician, Abdullah Haroon proved
himself as an acknowledged leader of Muslims,
both at national and provincial levels. He played
an important role in the freedom movement
and separation of Sindh from the Bombay
Presidency. He was a member of the Bombay
Legislative Council and Central Legislative Assembly. He represented the people of Sindh for
years till the end of his life. Abdullah Haroon’s
life was full of dedicated services to the welfare
of the Muslims. His dedication led him to find,
Jamia Islamia Yateem Khana, Haji Hanifa Bai
Memon School, Charitable Trust etc. His fame
was of a commercial genius and his views on
trade and finance were highly appreciated by all
in authority.

HAJI ABDUL SATTAR
TELI PAKOLAWALA
He was a great personality belonging to
Dhoraji Memon Community and well
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known for his philanthropy. He constructed
a good number of residential flats and
houses for the poor of the community and
gave them away free of cost and for that
reason he was awarded the title of THE
FATHER OF REHABILITATION.
He was well known industrialist but more
known among the community masses for
his generous nature and charities. He served
Dhoraji Association for several years while
remained Managing Director of Dhoraji
Housing and Relief Trust till he breathed
his last. His services as the President of the
Memon Educational Board will remain as living memories in the minds of the community.

GENERAL ABUBAKAR
OSMAIN MITHA
General Abubakar Osman Mitha, who
passed away recently at the age of 76, was
the first member of the Memon Community
to have joined the armed forces. He was
a grandson of Sardar Sir Suleman Qasem
Mitha. Born in Bombay in 1923, General
Mitha served in Burma during World War
II while he was only 19 years old. In 1947,
he came over to Pakistan and raised the
Special Service Group and also commanded
PMA. He also served in former East Pakistan. He was retired in 1971.
Though, a temperamental person known
for his harsh disciplinary measures, General
Mitha cared a lot for his soldiers. He also had
the courage and the ability to apologize for his
stern actions. The hall mark of his character
was his honesty and integrity. He had immense dislike for hypocrisy and any display
of pomp and show. A large number of SSCs,
for whom he was a father figure, attended his
funeral from all over the country.

ALI MUHAMMAD
UMAR GHAZIPURA
(NAZ) MANGROLI

He was the first ever Memon Mayor, a man of
refined culture a social worker, history writer,
author, poet, journalist, a good orator and the
best compere. He died on 19th March 1995
at Bombay. He started his public life as poet,
became a qualified doctor in Homeopathy. In
1951 he took out a Gujrati magazine “Memon”. He was fluent in Urdu, Gujrati, English,
Hindi, Marathi and Memon languages.
He became the Mayor of Bombay in 1981
before that he was elected in Bombay Municipal Corporation in 1977 at the age of 30. He
visited Karachi in his capacity as Mayor of
Bombay on special invitation from Mr. Abdul
Sattar Afghani, the then Mayor of Karachi.
He was associated with the Memon Educational & Welfare Society (India) for four decades and worked as its Honorary Secretary for
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two decades. He also served as high-ranking
officer of Chhotani Memon Jamat as well as
Halai Memon Association. He was affiliated
with a number of organizations such as the
Society, Memon Financial & Investment,
Co-ordination Committee, World Memon
Foundation, All India Memon Jamati Federation, Hajj committee etc.
He was awarded a handsome amount
running in lacs of rupees as mark of his
services by the Memon Samman Committee, which he donated to the welfare society.

JIWANI KAKA

He was better known for the long life he
enjoyed in compassion to his services to the
community. He died at Hyderabad at the
age of 103 years. Moreover, he was second
stalwart of the community who was given
the title KAKA after KAKA Bawany. His
name was Ismail Saleh Mohammad Jivani.
He passed his early days at Mauritius and
came back to India at the age of 15 where he
started business in partnership with his maternal uncle with the capital of 1000 rupees given
by his father at Rampur in the year 1900. In
1906 he started his own business.
He again shifted with family to Tanuji in
1930 where he began running a shop which
was later destroyed by the shelling during
Second World War. He returned back to his
native town Jetpur in 1947 and from there
migrated to Pakistan where he permanently
settled in Hyderabad. He took active interest
in the formation of Memon Khidmati Jamat,
its schools and hospital. He also served Jetpur
Memon Association, Hyderabad from 1962 to
1982. He left this post at the age of 97.
The jetpur Memon Association also
celebrated his living centenary in 1985. He
was healthy even at the age and could move
freely and recite Holy Quran without any
hitch or difficulty. But after all, life once
again moved itself mortal.

MST. KHADIJA HAJIANI

THE LADY WHO INITIATED
EDUCATION FOR THE COMMUNITY
The lady who made effort for women in the
community died on 18.5.90 at the age of 90.
She was dedicated to the education of women
though she herself was not so educated. She
established a number of schools and a college
for girls. Born in 1900 in the family of Haji
Ahmed Bilwani (Akuli), she got married at a
tiny age of only 12. She became the mother
of two sons and four daughters out of that
wedlock and became widow at the age of 22.
She made a mission to educate the girls of
the society. In those days when male education was taken as no less than sin she dared
to motivate girls of the community to acquire
modern education.
In view of her zeal toward this mission,

in 1922, administration of Madarassah-eNizamul Islam was handed over to her. Haji
Suleman Dewan was much impressed with
the success of Madarassah and gifted to her
his plot of land measuring 3000 yards. She
collected a donation of Rs. 28,000 and started
construction of a school building over that
plot of land but before completion of the construction, the sub-continent was divided.
She came to Pakistan with all the documents
relating to that plot of land and demanded any
evacuee property for running a school therein.
Madr-e-Millat Fatima Jinnah came to her help
and she got a building in Nanakwada where she
started Raunaq-e-Islam Girls School. Thereafter
the caravan of knowledge and learning marched
on day and night. She established more schools
in Kharadar and Federal B Area. At Nawab
Mahabat Khanji Road, she established a girls
college under the auspices of her newly formed
organization Pakistan Women Educational
Society. The result was that a good majority of
community girls ware able to acquire education.
The credit goes to Mohtarma Khadija Jiwani.
Khadija Hajiani was awarded a gold
medal weighing 10 totals along with a purse
of two lac rupees and many other gifts at a
function of the Bantva Memon Community.

WALI MUHAMMAD
HAJI YAQOOB
He passed his whole life serving the Okhai
Memon community of Karachi. He started
his public life by establishing Young Men
Okhai Memon Association in the year
1921. He was elected its Founder President. In 1930 he established Okhai Memon
Housing Society with the aim to get all the
community members scattered in different areas of the city settled in one single
place. It was first ever housing society of its
standard among the community. In 1933,
he established Memon Co-operative Credit
Society and was elected its president and
served as such for three years. In 1940, he
was elected Honorary Secretary of Okhai
Memon Madressah Association and kept
being elected on the same post continuously
for ten years. In 1948, Karachi Memon Cooperative Housing Society was established
and he was elected its Honorary Secretary.
He served on that post for fifteen years.
In 1934, he was elected Councilor of the
Karachi Municipal Corporation and kept
being elected constantly on the same post
till 1954. In 1940, he was selected as Trustee
of the Karachi Port trust. He held that
responsibility for about ten years. In 1960,
he was elected in West Pakistan Assembly.
In addition to all that he also served in the
Railway Advisory Board, Sindh Madressah
Board and rendered valuable services as the
Governor of the Lady Dufferin Hospital.
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THOSE WHO LIVE
IN THE HEARTS

LATE HAJI A. GHAFFAR
TELI (PAKOLAWALA)

from Dhoraji to Nasik for trading, and later
on moved to Rangoon, Ceylon, Eden and
Zanjabar and finally settled in Cape Town.
He kept on travelling and travelled more
than twenty countries. He wrote his first
travelogue in 1895, which got wider popularity. In 1902, he again went on a trip of
Islamic countries and on return from there,
wrote another travelogue under the title of
“Journal of My Tours Around the World”
got popularity. He served his community in
the field of education, health & other social
sectors, which includes the construction
of maternity home, mosques, madrasahs
and Dar-ul-Uloom. He died in Cape Town
South Africa.

was generously helping the NGOs, religious
organizations, madressahs, Darul Uloom etc
as Vice President of Memon Educational &
Welfare Society. On business front, this family
entered in soft drink and textile industry in
which they flourished. They were known as
Pakolawala due to their well-known soft drink
product “PAKOLA”.

LATE MR. A. MAJID
SULEMAN BAWANY

HAJI ALI MUHAMMAD
PAKOLAWALA

His field of social services was not confined
to Memon community but spread over to
the whole nation as well as the country.
He was born in Teli (Pakolawala) family at
Dhoraji in 1935; he is from a family which
is known for their generosity. He qualified
in Textile Engineering from UK. On social
front he was awarded the title of Great Rotarian as he actively participated in Rotary
Conventions held at Melbourne, Taiwan,
France, Canada, etc.
After the death of his father Abdul Sattar
Pakolawala, a great philanthropist of the
country, he took up his mission and very
nicely expanded the philanthropist activities
providing accommodations to poor, establishing Madressahs etc. He was helping the
NGO’S spread over the country right from
Khyber to Karachi.
He established Haji Taher Muhammad
Teli Trust with huge amount and handled a
number of welfare activities.

SIR SETH HAJI
SULEMAN SHAH
MOHAMMAD LODHIA

Sir Suleman Shah Mohammad was born
in 1859 in Dhoraji. He was a renowned
businessman, writer and tourist. He shifted
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Haji Ali Muhammad belonged to the great
philanthropist Teli family of Dhoraji. Born
in 1918 Haji Ali Muhammad was known for
his philanthropy. In 1945, his family established a trust under the name and title of
“Haji Kassam Teli Charitable Trust”. Haji Ali
Muhammad became its Chairman and started
a series of charities. The Trust concentrated
fully towards the rehabilitation work. They
carved out large colonies well equipped with
all the amenities such as Dhoraji Colony, New
Dhoraji colony, Dhoraji Town in Karachi as
well as in Hyderabad. Moreover a number
of families were provided financial help
to acquire their own accommodations. He

Late Majid Bawany started his social career
by attending All India Memon Conference
in 1931. In 1940, Quaid-e-Azam toured
Kathiawar for collection of Press Fund. At
that time he served as Chairman, Reception
Committee. He founded Jetpur Youth
League and became its founder secretary.
He was appointed Salar-e-A’la for whole
of Kathiawar. He was also president of
Kathiawar Muslim Student Union. After
coming to Karachi he took leading role in
forming Jetpur Memon Asociation and
became its founder secretary. In East Pakistan
during 1950 he also served as president,
Chittagong Muslim Society, Member of the
official Hajj Committee, Chittagong Chamber
of Commerce, Chittagong Anjuman-eKhuddamane Nabi, Chittagong Memon
Khidmat Committee and Chittagong Memon
Jamat etc. In 1971 he returned to Karachi and
remained Director, Karachi Stock Exchange
for four years. He was also elected as the
President of Karachi Chamber of Commerce
& Industry sometime before his death.
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LATE A. GHANI
DADABHAI JUNANI

established a number of organizations for the
service of community and contributed a huge
amount every year for the smooth functioning of those organizations. He established two
charitable hospitals in Jam Nagar and Rangoon.
Keeping in view the services rendered by him,
he was awarded the title of Sir by the British
Empire. He died in 1924.

LATE MUHAMMAD
SADIQUE MEMON

He started his career as a social worker by
taking part in Home Rule League in the
Year 1917 and thereafter joined Khilafat
Movement as well as the Congress. Finally
he joined Muslim League and contributed
much towards awakeing of the Muslims of
Kathiawar during the period 1937-47.
He played leading role in the establishment
of All India Memon Conference and All
India Memon Education & Welfare Society.
His memorabie activity was the struggle of the
Praja Mandal Launched at Rajkot in 1939.
After coming to Pakistan he played leading
role in the establishment of Pakistan Memon
Educational & welfare Society. In 1985 he
established Memon Medical Society and
Constructed Memon Hospital.

LATE SIR SETH ABDUL
KARIM JAMAL

Born in a small village Khahi Kunda Distt.
Naushahro Feroz, he was forced to migrate
to Hyderabad, as he wanted to educate his
daughters, against the strong opposition by
the relatives and the community. He was
fully conscious of the importance of female
education in years to come. The vision of
great man turned into a mission, as he wanted
to see the backward and ignorant women of
Sindh marching on the path of prosperity
and resulted into formation of Anjuman-eHimayat-ul-Islam Sindh which established
chain of schools and colleges in Sindh named
as Sachal Colleges and Himayatul Islam
Schools.. His daughter was amongst the first
three Muslim girls who matriculated and
acquired post graduate degrees. He founded
a village in Taluka Tando Allayar in his own
name, which is hub of many educational
institutions. His mission is being carried out
by the “Sadique Foudnation”, established by
his followers in his memory.

the council of All India Muslim Leagues as
well as Bombay Provincial Muslim League.
On business front he served as the General
Secretary of Onion & Potatoes Merchants
Association of Bombay from 1924 to 1949
after coming to Karachi he became Director
of Pakistan Cotton Association and on social
front he enjoyed many posts in Memon Relief
Committee, Okhai Memon Jamat, Okhai
Memon Madressah Association, Okhai Memon Anjuman etc. In 1959 he was awarded
the honor of justice of Peace. In 1972 he was
elected as president of Karachi Chamber of
Commerce & Industry

LATE KHAN BAHADUR
M. SIDDIQ MEMON

LATE MR. KASSAM
USMAN KANDAWALA

Late Seth A. Karim Jamal, was a leading
businessman of Burma known for his philanthropic & courageous activities. He was known
as king of oil. He established industries of sugar,
rice mills, ginning factories, oil refineries etc. he
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Late Kassam from the early age was much
interested in politics. He took active interest
in making the Bombay session of All India
Muslim Leagues a success in 1936. He started taking active interest in Muslim league
Movement. He also played a leading role
in the establishment of ‘C’ Ward District
Muslim League of Bombay. He served as
the member of the Managing Committee of

A name that stands out in the list of luminaries of Sindh for his singular contribution for female education, Khan Bahadur
M. Siddiq was fully conscious of importance of female education in the years to
come. The backward and ignorant women

21

IMMORTAL PERSONALITIES
of Sindh were graping in the darkness. He
first decided to setup a girl’s school in Hyderabad in the face of strong opposition
from the members of his own community.
Despite, strong opposition at home by orthodox society he opened the Madressahtul- Banat in 1935. Later on he established
a Memon Education Society in Hyderabad and constructed a building for the
above mentioned school. He served the
nation particularly student community
with zeal & devotion as teacher and Principal of several Govt, educational institutions. He was appointed as Principal of
Teacher Training College Hyderabad from
where he ultimately retired. The British
Government decorated him with title of
Khan Bahadur. He wrote several books
on History & Literature. He was the first
scholar who compliled the history of
Sindhi Language & Literature.

LATE MUHAMMAD
USMAN DIPLAI

which, in his view, was progressive in essence.
Due to his views about equality of Haris and
Zamidars, workers and industrialists and murids and pirs, he was put behind the bars many
times. The exploiting classes conspired against
him and he was imprisoned along with Hyder
Bakhsh Jatoi, whose Hari Haqdar Movement
was against the interests of the feudal class.
Muhammad Usman Diplai has to hi credit
several original books, more than twenty translated novels, hundreds of columns editorials,
articles, and short stories. His novel “Sanghar”
is considered one of the best novels of Sindhi
Literature and is an award winning novel.
Born in 1908, educated at his native
village and then Hyderabad, he rose to the
status of the top most intellectual and writer
of Sindhi language during the Sixties. He
died on 7th Feb. 1981 at Hyderabad but
is still remembered in Sindh as one of the
greatest reformers of the society.
Muhammad Usman Diplai has become a
symbol of hardwork dedication and selfless
service to his community as well as the country.
He was the first in his village who educated his daughters and now following his
footsteps Diplo has the highest percentage
of female literacy. The Memons of Diplo
today are known for their meritorious representation in the bureaucracy, medical field
and education. All because of the efforts of
Muhammad Usman Diplai.

and within three months was promoted as
sub-editor in Dawn Gujrati. He was affiliated with Memon Alam since 1960 and
started writing on the history of Memon
Community during that times He continued
with his literary work even after retirement.

LATE AHMED A.R. GHANI

LATE ABDUL KADER
LAKHANI

The famous Sindh writer, journalist and
reformist Mr. Muhammad Usman Diplai
belonged to a middle class Memon family
of Diplo district Tharparkar. He started his
career as a small businessman, and then established a printing press by the name Quran
Press. He used to write, translate and print his
own books and later on used to market them
by himself in this way his business flourished
and soon he started a daily newspaper “Ibrat”
He also published a weekly magazine “Insan”
which carried progressive literature for the
awakening of his readers. Although he wrote
Islamic books, translated Islamic novels and
printed books, which were meant for preaching of Islam, he never preached orthodoxy
or fundamentalist ideas He wanted that the
Muslims should fallow the real spirit of Islam,
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Late A. Kader Lakhani was born in Bharnager in 1910, he completed his studies from
Bombay University and obtained the degree
of M.A & L.L.B. He started Legal Practice
in 1938, and Started his social career from
the same year. He was the first President of
Bharnager State Muslim League.
After coming to Pakistan, he continued
to serve the community on various plate
forms including Memon Relief Committee,
All Pakistan Memon Federation, Gohilwad
Halai Memon Jamat etc.

LATE MR. HABIB
LAKHANI
Mr. Habib Lakhani is a memorable name in
Gujrati literature of Pakistan. He was more
known for his surveys, studies, research and
writings on a very important subject of Memon history. He is the author of many books on
various subjects in Gujrati language.
Born on 25th May, 1942 at Amreli, he
passed his matriculation examination and
joined military and civil service at Nasik.
In 1951 he joined Daily Vatan as translator

The great grandfather of Mr. Ahmed, (Late)
A. Rehman Ghani was minister in Manawadar State. His father was the inhabitant
of Kutiyana while Mr. Ahmed was born at
Transwal where his father was doing his business. He acquired his primary education in
Kutyana and higher education in Africa. His
father died while he was studying at Queens
College, Cambridge, so he had to get back to
Johannesburg after doing Bar-at-law.
In 1943 he came to Sindh where he
permanently settled and took keen interest
in social activities. He shifted most of his
business to Pakistan. He was the founder
of Memon International Club and was
affiliated with a number of educational and
social organizations in various capacities.
He was a philanthropist who donated
Rs 10,000.00 for compilation of national
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anthem of Pakistan to Liaquat Ali Khan.
He also donated considerable amount to
Kutyana Memon Association under the auspices of Wadasadawala Trust for promoting
technical education among the community.
He rendered valuable services as president of Adamjee Boarding House, Memon
Youth Organization, Karachi Memon Student Union and Kutyana Memon Volunteer
corps.

LATE MR. ABDUL
KARIM RAJKOTWALA

joint Secretary of All India Memon Conference from 1932 to 1937. After establishment
of kutch Kathiawar Muslim League he
was its first General Secretary. He reached
Karachi one year ahead of the partition and
remained almost retired, yet gave valuable
services for the establishment of Pakistan
Memon Educational & Welfare Society as
well as Memon Hospital.

LATE WALI MUHAMMAD
HAJI YAQOOB

LATE PROFESSOR DR.
ABDUL AZIZ MEMON

He was a well known businessman and a
dedicated social worker. Born in Rajkot,
he spent his early days in Chittagong. After
doing his B.Com he came to Karachi and
started his own business of plastic and
paper. He was the President of Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Karachi. Shipper
Council and a number of other trade organizations. He served as Secretary of Charade General Hospital (formerly Cement
Hospital) for seven years and as President of
Pakistan Memon Jamat for Five years. He
died at London while undergoing a surgical
operation for the treatment of his kidney.

He passed his whole life in serving the
Okhai Memon Community of Karachi. He
started his public life by establishing Young
Men Okhai Memon Association in the year
1921. He was first elected Founder President of the Association.

LATE MR. ABDUL
REHIM MARFANI

LATE HAJI HAROON
ADAMJEE SEJA

Late Marfani was a well known Muslim
stalwart who extended concrete contribution towards the Pakistan Movement from
the platform of All India Muslim League
and was one of the first rank political
worker of Rajkot. He first came to light as
an impressive speaker at Gujrat Kathiawar
Educational Conference convened in the
year 1928. He remained affiliated with
Memons as well as all the Muslims in
Kathiawar upto 1946 and was serving them
in different responsible posts. He remained
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He was popularly known as Moulana
Abdul Aziz Al. Maymani. He acquired
the diploma of Munshi Fazil (Persian) and
moulve Fazil (Arabic). He was the first
ever Memon to have achieved such flying
success. He served with Edward College of
Peshawar and Oriential College of Lahore
for five years as lecturer of Arabic and Persian. In 1925, he was appointed as professor
in renowned Aligrah Muslim University
where he was the first Muslim professor. He
worked there for 25 years and during that
period he wrote about 24 voluminous books
in Arabic which were published in Egypt
and Syria.
In 1928 he was selected Fellow in Arabic,
University of Damascus and was known
as Allama Maymani in the Arab world.
He was awarded Doctorate by the worldrenowned Al-Azahar University. After
coming to Pakistan he established Central
Institute of Islamic Research in 1954. He
also served in the department of Arabic,
University of Karachi for couple of years
from where he retired in 1959. In 1965,
on the eve of Independence Day, the then
President of Pakistan awarded him special
medal as well as a cash prize.

Late Haji Haroon Adamjee Seja was a leading and dear-to-all personality of Hyderabad
Memon community. His ever struggling social
work and services encompassed different disciplines of life including education, medicare,
and rehabilitation and over all community
development programmes and projects.
He served through various platforms
like Vice President of Hyderabad Zone
of Memon Federation and its member of
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the Supreme Council, President of Jetpur Memon Association and Hyderabad
Memon Anjuman, Vice President of the
Memon Charitable Hospital in Hyderabad
and councilor of Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation.

LATE AL-HAJ ABDUL
HABIB AHMED

LATE MR. EBRAHIM
AHMED BAWANY

LATE MR. UMER FAZIL
FAROOQ

Late Mr. Umer Fazil Farooq S/o A. Rahim,
born in 1914 served the Memon Community for about fifty five years and the list of
his services is very long. He was a member
of the Managing Committee of Pakistan
Memon Educational & Welfare Society
since 1936 having an unbroken record of
52 years of continuous service, had several
other important honorary positions such as
one of the Trustees of the World Memon
Foundation and Kutiyana Eduation Trust
etc. He published two collections of his
short stories in Gujrati namely ‘Antarni-Aag’ and ‘Darpan’ in 1939 and 1976,
respectively and “Pantris-Varas-Pachhi”, a
very interesting book in Gujrati based on his
visit to India after 35 years, was published
in 1985.

attended the first Memon Conference of
Educational & Welfare Society in Rajkot,
and was nominated as member of the Society. He was Founder member of Pakistan
Educational and welfare Society.

He was renowned industrialist, businessman
and social figure. He was born in Bombay
on 15-08-1929, and got his schooling in
Dhoraji, and later on from Jabalpur City
College. After migration, he completed
Masters in Economics and LL.B from University of Karachi. He has devoted his life
for the service of the country, and served
from the platforms of Dhoraji Memon Asociation Karachi, Memon Student Organization, United Memon Jamat of Pakistan.
He was Managing Director of Union
Industries Limited, and remained as Vice
President of SITE Association, Member
Managing Committee of Karachi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry. He had traveled
more than 30 countries, and represented
Pakistan on International forums, as a
member of trade delegation.

LATE HAJI ABDUL
KARIM VAYANI

After getting business experience from
his uncle, Ebrahim Bawany entered into
business field and served as the President of Karachi Chamber of Commerce
& Industry from 1954 to 1957. He was
the founder of Aisa Bawany Waqf,
which was founded by him in 1960. He
was elected as President of All Pakistan
Memon Federation in 1961. He served
the world Muslim community through
Motamar-e-Alam-e-Islam, World
Islamic Federation, Muslim Council
of Europe and other organizations of
international status.

LATE MR. MUHAMMAD
USMAN HAJI HASHAM

LATE MR. ABDUL
FATTAH MEMON
Mr. Abdul Fattah Memon was prominent
social worker of Nawabshsh District. He
was a leading advocate of Sindh High
Court. He devoted his life for organizing the Memon Community, reforming
the Society politics in the then district
of Nawabshah. He had remained Secretary General of Sindh Peoples Party. He
was a candidate of Provincial Assembly
of Sindh. He has remained MNA from
Nawabshah and Deputy Speaker National
Assembly of Pakistan.
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Born on 12th March 1905 in Kathiawar,
Haji Abdul Karim Vayani is one of the
prominent personalities of Memon Community. He was always busy in serving the
community, in the fields of social welfare,
health, education, and literature. Mr. Vayani
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Late Muhammad Usman took his school
and college education from Sindh Madrasatul Islam and S.M. College respectively. He was the Chairman of Pakistan
Sugar Mills Association (Sindh Zone)
and Pakistan Cigarette Manufacturers
Association. He served as Chairman of
Mazdoor Committee of Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry. He also
made a foreign tour as a member of an
official trade mission in the year 1971.
He was the man of letters right from
his early age and used to get his articles
published in Dawn, Morning News and
Memon Alam. He published a book named
“Problems of Okhai Memon Biradari and
Some Points to Ponder.” He was also Director of Indus Arts Gallery. He was Trustee
of Hasham Foundation, Conveyor of Medical Committee of the Okhai Memon Anjuman and founder President of Okhai Youth
Services. He also served as Vice President
of All Pakistan Memon Federation. He died
at a young age of 38 years only.

and Cure of Blindness, APWA, Shirin
Eye Hospital, Educational Board,
Welfare Society, Dhoraji Foundation,
Dhoraji Association, and Housing
Trust. He used to prefer health services.
During 1983-91 he visited various villages of Sindh and Baluchistan where he
arranged Free Medical Camps under his
personal supervision.

LATE PROFESSOR
DR. ZUBEDA QASSIM

Mills and Pakistan Molasses Company.
Mr. Kath was also associated with social
welfare organizations in different honorary capacities. He also established Usman
Memorial Hospital and Usman Institute
of Technology in memory of his late son
Usman, which is being run on no-profit
no-loss basis.

LATE MR. ABDUL
KARIM PANWALA

Mr. Abdul Karim Panwala was a silent
social worker of the community. He
was philanthropist and was actively
interested in solving the problems of
the masses. His record of social service
is spread over in East as well as West
Pakistan but he always remained aloof
of the publicity. In 1973 he played an
active role in just distribution of plots of
land in Gulzar-e-Hijri. In his individual
capacity he used to solve the problems
of others relating to their accommodation, marriages, medicines etc. He was
affiliated with Dhoraji Khidmat Committee, the Society for the Prevention
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Professor Dr. Zubeda Qassim was born at
Manawadar in 1934 and did her MBBS
from Karachi in 1954. She joined Physiology department of Dow Medical College and
in 1968 she was promoted to the post of Assistant Professor and gradually progressed
to the post of Professor & Chairman of
the Physiology department, Sindh Medical
College. She was selected for the Master’s
degree by the World Health Organization
but she could not avail that chance due to
her family engagements. But afterward she
was sent by the WHO to Shiraz Centre
where she acquired a degree from Pahelvi
University. In addition to being a doctor she
was also an ideal social worker. She was
much active in Manawadar Sardarghadh
Memon Jamat, United Memon Jamat,
Memon Women Association, Memon
Professional forum, Pak American Cultural
Centre Karachi. She was considered a pillar
for UMJP Women Wing.

LATE HAJI HASHAM
KATH
Late Haji Hasham Kath was a renowned
industrialist and a social leader of the
Memon community. He was Chairman
and Director of several companies including Mehran Sugar Mills, Usman Textile

LATE MR. HAJI
NOOR MUHAMMAD
UROOSWALA

Haji Noor Muhammad Urooswala was a
social leader of the community liked by one
and all for his services rendered continuously for long period from 1983 to 1991 as
Honorary Secretary General of the Memon
Federation. In this capacity he served the
community zealously and successfully.
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Mr. Urooswala belonged to Gohilwad Halai Memon Jamat, where he served for a long
span of about 25 years in different capacities
including Honorary Secretary and President
and it was during his tenure as Honorary General Secretary that this Jamat’s two construction projects Ghousia Hall and Ghousia Plaza
were initiated and completed.

LATE HAJI ABDUL
RAZZAQ JANOO

a literary genius and prolific writer. He
obtained degrees of Master of Arts in
Sindhi Literature and Islamic Culture.
He was a doctor in Philosophy (Ph.D)
and also a graduate in Law (LLB). Dr.
Abdul Majid wrote and compiled 35
books and 800 articles in Sindhi, 10
books and 300 articles in Urdu and 2
books and 10 articles in English language. He was awarded Tamgha-e-Imtiaz in 1983.
Dr. Abdul Majid served as professor and principal of various colleges
in Sindh. Lastly, he served as Principal
of Government Commerce College,
Larkana.

Commerce and Industry, Karachi. He was
first Secretary of All Pakistan Memon Federation. On 18th Sept. 1986, while coming
back after attending the session of Memon
Alami Milan he faced severe heart attacks,
which proved fatal.

LATE MUHAMMAD
ISMAIL MEMON

LATE ABDUL RAZZAK
TABANI

Haji A. Razzaq Janoo was a leading businessman and a social figure. He was elected
President of Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He also served as Senior Vice-President of All Pakistan Memon
Federation. He was associated with many
social and trade organizations, through
which he kept on serving selflessly.

LATE DR. ABDUL
MAJID MEMON
Dr. Abdul Majid Memon S/o Haji Ghulam Hussain, born on 17-09-1931 was

He was born in 1917 at Gondel, was a
committed and devoted social worker, and
served the community for more than 37
years continuously, through various organizations, including Pakistan Memon Educational & Welfare Society as its President.
He was the founder member of Chamber of

Late Muhammad Ismail Memon was
born in Saeedabad near Hala in 1930. He
acquired degree of B.Sc. Form Sindh University and jointed a missionary school as
a science teacher. In 1962 he joined Board
of Intermediate & Secondary Education as
Assistant Controller of Examination. He
gradually rose to the status of Chairman,
Secondary Board of Education Karachi.
He served there for more than thirteen
years. He also served as Director of School
Education Karachi Region for couple of
years. He was associated with number of
Social & Educational Societies including
Dawood Foundation. Two years ago he
was shot dead by some unknown terrorists
in Karachi.

A humble appeal to all the Organisations,
Institutions and Jamats of Memon Community
Please send us the report of all the public activities of your organisation on your official letter head to the following
address, so we could publish them in “Memon Alam”
To:
The Editor,
Memon Alam
W.M.O House, 32/8, Street No. 6, Off Kashmir Road,
Muslimabad, Karachi Pakistan.

26

MEMON ALAM

FEBRUARY 2012

COMMUNITY NEWS

Memon Industrial and Technical Institute (MITI)

Graduation Ceremony
of the 7th Batch of the
Boys’ Section

T

he 7th Batch started in October 2011
and was completed in January 2012.
The Graduation Ceremony of the
successful students was held on 8th February 2012 in the premises of MITI.
The event was attended by 740 students.
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All the Staff members including ladies were
also in attendance. Some of the parents
also came with the students. The Ceremony
was presided over by Mr. H.M. Shahzad,
Chairman and Mr. Shahab Hasan, Chief
Operating Officer.

The function started with Tilawat-eQuran by Mr. Hamad Saeed, Teacher I.T.
This was followed by Naat by Mr. Shoaib
Ikram of Purchase Department.
The gathering was addressed by the
C.O.O. who announced the opening of

27

COMMUNITY NEWS

Mr. H.M. Shahzad, Mr. Shahab Hasan, Mr. Yaseen, Mr. Anis Khan Mrs. Majida Khursheed & Others Staff Members

Evening Classes from 6 to 9 pm in 9 more
courses in addition to the 5 evening courses
of the last batch. The Chairman congratulated the passing students and prayed for
their success in their practical life and
advised them to always uphold the name of
the Memon Industrial & Technical Institute
(MITI) wherever they go.
Later, the 1st, 2nd and 3rd position
holders in the respective trades were given
certificates by the Chairman.
This was followed by awards to the staff
members for outstanding performance.
The function ended with vote of thanks to
the Chair. Light refreshment was served to
the students and other guests.
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Memon Institute of
Hijama Therapy (MIHT)
Start of Operations
of Memon Institute
of Hijama Therapy

Alhamdulillah,
The Memon Institute of Hijama Therapy
started operations on 2nd February, 2012.
MIHT has been built in the premises of
Memon Industrial and Technical Institute
(MITI) under management of Chairman MITI,
Mr. H.M. Shahzad and COO, Mr. Shahab
Hasan. Dr. Asif Ahmed is the Medical Director.
The inauguration of the building had been
carried out on the 8th of April, 2011 on the
occasion of the visit of Mr. Abdul Sattar
Dada, President WMO and other international dignitaries by Haji Jan Mohammad
Yaqoob Gandhi.
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In the MIHT, treatment is done on the
basis of Hijama based on the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet, Sallal laho Alaih e wasalam.
The building measures 43’ x 30’. It includes 3 rooms for doctors, a meeting room,
change room and 5 patient beds. All the
equipment required for a modern clinic is
available at MIHT.
MIHT has been built to give treatment to
all sections of society at a very nominal cost
because it is intended to be run on a notfor-profit basis. In the first phase, the facility
will be used for treatment only and in the
second phase very shortly the training and
research function will also be started.
The clinic started working from 2nd
February, 2012 with prayers for its success
and by treating the first patients Founder
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President of WMO, Haji Abdul Razzaq
Yaqoob Gandhi (ARY) and Mr. H.M.
Shahzad, Chairman MITI and Assistant
Secretary General WMO besides 4 other
patients. Among other dignitaries who have
also availed the treatment includes Mr.

Shoaib Ismail Mangroria, V.P. WMO. Mr.
Peer Mohammad Kalia, Secretary General
WMO has also visited and appreciated
the facilities. About 10 patients are being
treated daily at MIHT and the number is
increasing with each passing day.
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WMO Youth Wing Delegation

Munik III

Hira Bumbia Nara

T

he year 2012 started with a bang, as
the delegation of Youth Wing WMO
Pakistan Chapter heighten the name
of World Memon Organization in Third
Model United Nations Conference hosted
by The Institute of Business Administration
(IBA) -- MUNIK III as we knowingly call it!
This four day conference from 21st to 24th
January 2012 comprising of 8 committee
sessions and 4 social events, is an academic
simulation of the United Nations that aims
to educate participants about current events,
topics in international relations, diplomacy
and the United Nations agenda.
The participants role-play as diplomats
representing a nation in a simulated session
of an organ (committee) of the United Nations. There were 14 committees in MUNIK
III such as The General Assembly, Economic and Social Council, Security Council,
United Nations Environment Programme,
United Nations Development Programme,
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, Human Rights
Council, International Monetary Fund,
Disarmament and international security
Committee, World Health Organization,
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World Trade Organization, United Nation
Program for Youth, Historical General Assembly, Social Humanitarian and Cultural
Committee, etc.
Participants research a country, take on
roles as diplomats, investigate international
issues, debate, deliberate, consult, and then
develop solutions to world problems.
The participants are required to defend
their country’s stance in various issues in
their respective committees. On being able
to show excellent diplomacy skills the participants were to be awarded with awards in
three categories; “Best Delegate”, “Honorable Mention” and “Best Position Paper”.
The delegation from WMO was allocated country of Zimbabwe and
comprised of 10 delegates: Arsalan
Nara(DISEC), Hira Bumbia Nara(DISEC),
Sumrin Imran(SPECPOL), Amna
A.Rehman(WTO), Shehryar Sohail(HGA),
Tooba Jawed(WHO), Saad Saleem(UNPY),
Faisal Bumbia(SOCHUM), Dania Hanif(UNCSD), and Siddique
Akber(SSFW). Arsalan Nara was the head
delegate and Mr Altaf Vayani chairman
Youth Wing was the faculty advisor. It was
an honor that amongst so many institutions
with almost 120 delegations at MUNIK III,
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WMO was the only NGO.
The WMO bring home the bacon of three
awards by Arsalan Nara and Hira Bumbia
Nara as the best delegate in DISEC committee and Sumrin Imran as the honorary
mention in SPECPOL committee. All the
members of the WMO team put in their

best efforts and scored well in all committees. They also played their cards well in
terms of lobbying in all the social events.
With a lot of hard work, so many happenings and beautiful memories the conference
ended on 24th Jan 2012 with a cultural
night at Majestic Hall.
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Memon Community in the U.A.E.

Eid al Fitr & 13th Annual
Prize Distribution
on Friday 23 September 2011

M

emon Community in the UAE
held on Friday 23rd September
2011 an event to celebrate Eid
al fitr get together and 13th Annual Prize
distribution function for those children of
the Community members who excelled in
their final examination in the academic year
2010/2011 at the premises of His Highness Sheikh Rashid al Maktoum Pakistan
School. Community members their families
and children in large number that exceeded
1,100 were present. Children of the community were felicitated. Their parents and
families had good opportunity of interaction with each other exchanging Eid greetings and sharing news and views
His Excellency Jamil Ahmed Khan the
Ambassador of Pakistan to the UAE, His Excellency Tariq Iqbal Soomro Consul General
and Dr. Abdur Rashid Bangash Principal of
Pakistan School were the guests of honour.
Several senior and leading members of the
community were present at the event.
Mr. Muhammad Iqbal Dawood, a member of Organising Committee compeered
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the proceedings.
Verses from the Holy Quran were recited
by Mohammed Saleh Umar Maklai and
their translation in Urdu was presented by
Aiman Iqbal Shivani. That was followed by
Nat-e-Rasool

UAE National Anthem was sung by a
child Fatima. All attendees stood up as
mark of respect.
Both the Ambassador and the Consul
General in their brief address commended
the role played by Memon Community
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in business, industry and welfare work in
several countries in general and Pakistan in
particular. They congratulated the successful children for achieving excellent results
and felicitated their parents who were proud
of performance of their children. Both
guests of honour urged the community
to come forward and extend their generous help and assistance to the victims of
recent rains and floods in Sindh province of
Pakistan. These calamities they said have
taken huge toll of human and livestock lives
and have destroyed and damaged the standing agricultural crops and fields as well as
properties and tools of poor farmers. Both
dignitaries were impressed by the brotherhood and unity exhibited by community
members. They re- assured the community
their full support and co-operation.
127 Girls and 111 boys were selected
to receive prize for their excellent results.
Certain results were not accepted as those
did not comply with the criteria explained
in 4 circulars communicated/emailed by
Organising Committee to the members.
The children were very happy receiving the
deserved prize for their hard and dedicated
efforts. Details of class wise students appear
at the end of this report.
A bag of prize/gift items awarded to 31
successful students from Class/Grade O
level upwards to Graduation contained
together with other prizes CD of Qur’an
recitation, translation and tafseer (explanation). That has reportedly caused discomfort
and disturbance to certain recipients and
their parents. Organizing Committee regrets
this incident and requests those students
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(recipients) and their parents who do not
wish to keep that CD may kindly return it
to any member of the Organizing Committee. In future Organizing Committee will
take care that no religious material shall be
distributed along with the gift items. The
Organizing Committee always believes in
getting the community united with excellent
brotherly relationship.
Mr. Muhammad Iqbal Dawood extended
welcome to the community members
present at the function. He informed that
World Memon Organisation has already
distributed over 200 tents and has initiated
other relief work for the victims of Sindh
province in Pakistan due to recent torrential

rains and devastating floods. He also advised members that the next annual general
meeting of WMO will be held in Dubai in
the last week of November this year.
In his brief address Mr. Aboobaker Cassim welcomed the members of the Community who attended the event in large
number. He extended Eid Mubarak to all
attendees and congratulated students on
their success in examination this year. He
requested members to pray for his good
health.
Earlier Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Fancy General
Secretary welcomed the guests, members
of the community and children who were
present at the event. He expressed his
thanks to all for their continued support and
cooperation. He felicitated members on Eid
al Fitr and congratulated children on their
success in the final examinations.
Victims of the recent devastating floods
in several locations of Sindh Pakistan and
Dengue fever in Punjab were remembered.
It was regretted that several human lives
and properties have been lost. It was felt
that due to sins and evil acts in several
Muslims countries, Allah has inflicted these
calamities and it is therefore necessary that
Muslims should make istegfar and seek His
refuge. Memon Community has always
been in forefront to send relief goods for the
victims caused by natural calamities or social violations in any country be it Pakistan,
India, Srilanka Japan, Burma or any other
place. In any country where memons reside
they build masajid, hospitals and clinics,
schools and orphanages for the welfare of
the people of that country.
While felicitating the children and their
parents on successful achievements it was
explained that main objective of holding the
annual event is to appreciate the efforts of

MEMON ALAM

FEBRUARY 2012

COMMUNITY NEWS
those children who with their hard work,
serious efforts and dedication achieved the
excellence in their examinations. Such
events motivate other children to concentrate on their studies and work harder to
achieve better marks in examination. Another objective of such and similar event is
to provide community members a platform
to know each other exchange greetings and
share news and views on happy events and
difficulties if any.
His Excellency the Pakistan Ambassador
and the Consul General were requested to
consider visa applications that are submitted by community members from India for
visiting Pakistan to attend marriage or funeral of their close relations there. It will be
ensured that applications shall have all required and appropriate documents attached
together with an official recommendation
letter from Memon Community in the UAE
requesting the Embassy and the Consulate
to issue visa. Before such recommendation
is forwarded Organising Committee will
ensure that the reason for visit given in the
application is absolutely true and justified.
For the past 3 years Eid al Fitr and time
of getting results from schools, colleges and
universities have been falling very close,
hence the event has been combined to celebrate Eid and felicitate successful children
on same day.
Memento was presented to each guest of
honour in appreciation of their support to
the Community. Since the Consul General
had to leave early on an official assignment
his memento was received to Ms Zahida
Parveen, Press Consular at the Consulate.
Indeed it was very pleasing event of Education Prize Distribution that has been held
and organised for the past 13 years consistently without a break.
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Thanks were extended to all contributors
and donors for their continued support,
help, co-operation and encouragement.
Thanks were expressed to members of the
Organizing Committee for the hard work
and efforts they put in to make event successful.
Event was concluded with Dua’a.
Sumptuous dinner was served. Members
of the community present expressed their
pleasure and appreciation for organizing
the event that provided them platform for
friendly interaction, extending each other
greetings and exchanging views and news.
The venue gave an impressive and festive
look.
Those children who did not attend
the event and their prize and certificate
remained uncollected are requested to
please contact Mr. Umar Abdullah Maklai
(050-644 8902) and/or Muhammed Sadiq

Haroon (050-452 6547) for receiving those.
Prizes not collected by Monday 17th October, 2011 will be considered undelivered and
returned.
If any member has any comment or suggestion that may improve the event arrangements and/or its utility he/she is welcome
to forward it.
• Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob, President,
• Aboobaker Cassim, Senior VicePresident
• Abdul Ghaffar Fancy, General Secretary,
• Umar Abdullah Maklai, Treasurer,
• Muhammad Iqbal Dawood, Member
Organising Committee
• Muhammed Iqbal Shivani, Member
Organising Committee
• Muhammed Sadiq Haroon, Member
Organising Committee and
• Muhammed Ali Mangroli, Member
Organizing Committee
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A REVELATION

Jummah Masjid
(Mauritius)
(Mosquée-des-Arabes)

T

he Jummah Masjid is a mosque in
Port Louis, Mauritius dating from
the 1850s, substantial additions
built through the 1890s. It is located on the
Royal road, and is described by the Ministry
of Tourism’s guide as the most beautiful
religious building in the country. The Jummah Masjid is known to broadcast live the
Jummah Prayers every Friday and taraweeh
prayers during the month of Ramadan. Eid
Prayers are also broadcast live.
In 1852, Haji Younus Allarakha, Qassim Hemeem,Yousuf Sattar deena, Iliyas
Haji, Haji Abdullah ishaq, Haji Abdurehman Allana, Ismail Ibrahim ,Omer Yaqoob
and all prominent members of the Memon
mercantile community of Port Louis –Got
together and purchased, in their own name
and on behalf of the Muslim Community
of Mauritius, two properties situated in
Queen Street, Port Louis, for the aggregate

A. Hameed Tayab Suriya
sum of Rs 6,800.00. The deeds of purchase, dated October 20,1852, stipulated,
among other things, that the Muslim traders had made the purchases (jointly and
severally, in their own names as well as on
behalf of the entire Muslim congregation of
Mauritius from which they hereby declare
having received special powers. The purchasers declare that the sum of money paid
for the present purchases does not belong to
them personally but to the whole Muslim
congregation of Mauritius.)
One of the properties stood a house
which was converted into a temporary
prayer house pending the construction of
a Mosque. However, the foundation of the
future Jummah Mosque was thus laid. Ismail Jeewa, who was a trader and also quite
knowledgeable in Islam, led the prayers at
the temporary prayer house. The following
year, that is, 1853, a Mosque of a limited

size was built and solemnly consecrated.
Haji Imam Bacosse Sobedar, who was
Imam of the Camp des Lascars Mosque,
was called upon to trace the Mihrab (prayer
niche) of the new Mosque, which came to
be known for many years as the Mosquéedes-Arabes – after its founders, who were
mistakenly called Arabs by the general public. The new Mosque, which could accommodate some two hundred worshippers,
was the original Jummah Mosque. However, it was to under go extensive expansion and improvements over the years and
become the focus of Islamic cultural and
religious life in Mauritius and very rightly
become the Ja’mi or Jummah Mosque
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(Grand Mosque) of Mauritius and the
symbol of “the faith, zeal and selflessness
of those early pioneers of Islam, adequately
versed in religion and high minded enough
to think that no community could live without religion and no man without prayer.”
The steady increase in the Muslim population in Port-Louis soon made it evident that
the Mosquée-des-Arabes was too small to
satisfy the growing congregation.
However, the need for a bigger Mosque
could not be satisfied easily and sooner.
More space meant more land had to be
acquired. And for the next twenty years
(1857–1877), that would be the main concern of the Managing Body of the Mosque.
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During that period, the properties around
the Mosquée-des-Arabes that formed the
quadrangle of about three-quarter acre were
successively acquired by groups of generous
Muslim traders in seven different lots for
the total sum of Rs134, 260.00 and donated
to the Mosque. In fact, in all but one of the
deeds of purchase it was mentioned that
the purchases were made on behalf of the
whole Muslim community of Mauritius. So
it came to pass that the entire block around
the Mosquée-des-Arabes – bounded by
Royal, New Little Mountain (now Josep
Rivière), Queen and Little Mountain (now
Jummah Mosque) Streets, came under the
ownership of the Muslim community. Soon

plans for the expansion of the Mosque were
drawn and work on the project began.
The extension work on the Mosquée-desArabes began in 1878. The plan called for
the blending of the original structure into
the larger one to accommodate the growing
Muslim congregation. The work called for
particular skills and dexterity, notably in the
moulding and plastering of the sculptural
work with ornamentation—skills that could
not be handled by local workers. Specialized
workers were brought from India for the job
as were the necessary building materials,
namely: stones, lime and wood. Transportation posed no problem as several members
of the Managing Body of the Mosque,
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headed by Haji younus Allarakha, were also
owners of ships that plied regularly between
India and Mauritius.
The crew of the Indian artisans, who did
the extension works, was overseen by Ishaq
Mistry, also from India. For the whole duration of the works, the workers stayed on the
compounds of the Mosque “sleeping and
eating under the pillared arches of the outer
court.” The project took twenty years to be
completed. The long delay was due either to
outbreaks of disease among the workers or
to shortage of materials. However, in 1895,
the expansion of the Mosque was completed. Al-Hajj Zakaria Jan Mohammad, a
prominent member of the Muslim community in Port Louis and of the Managing
Board of the Mosque, supervised the entire
expansion project which saw the small
Mosquee des Arabes expand from a small
fringe on Queen Street to occupy the entire
block except for a small section on Royal
Street, which was leased to businesses for
revenue purposes.
The beautiful, small Mosquée-des-Arabes
became the Jummah Mosque of Mauritius.
It is a magnificent work of architecture
conspicuous for its bulging domes, well
trimmed arches and white minarets. The
skill and dexterity shown by the workers in
blending intricately the old structure with
the new, speak eloquently of “their outstanding ability and patience and personal
devotion” to what became, to all involved in
the project, a labour of love. The expansion
works entailed huge expenses which, despite
the tremendous goodwill and generosity
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shown by the Muslims at the time to raise
the necessary funds through donations,
The Jummah Mosque incorporates elements of Moorish and Munhal architecture,
with its massive columns and imposing
arches. In the middle of the open court
stands an old Badamia (Indian Almond or
Terminalia Cattapa) Tree, which is older

than the Mosque itself. In fact, the tree
already stood on one of the two original
plots of land on Queen Street acquired
in 1852. The designers of the Mosque, in
drawing up the plans of the building, decided to incorporate the Badamia Tree into
the overall structure of the Mosque. The
Tree adds a special charm to the austere
place, its huge branches providing shade to
worshipers in the sweltering heat of Port
Louis. And, in the evening, on clear starry
nights, the prayer hall of the Mosque is
the same vaulted hall of the old Mosquéedes-Arabes. From the towering bulbous
domes, glistening white, hung the brilliant
glass chandeliers that provided lighting for
over fifty years – that is, till the advent of
electricity. The beautiful chandeliers can still
be seen hanging in the prayer hall though
the interior is now lit with fluorescent bulbs.
The prayer hall is remarkable for its interior
which comprises a subtle blend of Arabic
and Indian motifs. The Jummah Mosque is
a monument to the dedication and religious
fervors of its founders, designers and builders. It has gained in stature over the years
and has come to hold a special spot in the
hearts of the hundreds of Muslims who
come to its vaulted sanctuary every day to
worship Allah (God), to meditate and seek
inner peace and comfort. As the Grand
Mosque of Mauritius, the Jummah Mosque,
understandably, holds pride of place in the
religious and cultural life of the Muslims.
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PROFILE

Justice Ismail
Muhammad

South Africa’s First non-white Chief Justice

J

ustice Ismail Muhammad was a
first non-white South African lawyer
who served as the Chief Justice of
South Africa and the Supreme Court of
Namibia, and co-authored the constitution
of Namibia.
Ismail Muhammad was born in Laudium
Pretoria in 1931; his parents were Indian
memon merchants. Who migrated from
Ranavav and were traders in the then Transvaal. He graduated from Pretoria Indian
Boys’ High School in 1950. He received his
BA from University of the Witwatersrand in
1953 and the following year received his BA
honors with distinction in political science.
He finished his Bachelor of Laws in 1957.
Ismail Muhammad was refused admission to the Pretoria bar association, as it
was reserved for white lawyers, but was able
to join the bar in Johannesburg. However,
because of the Group Areas Act, he was
banned from getting an office of his own,
and was forced to practice out of his colleagues’ offices while they were away. In the
1960s he served as a lawyer in Botswana.
Lesotho, Swaziland and Zimbabwe In
1974 he became the first non-white in South
African history to take silk. In 1979 he was
appointed to the appeal court of Swaziland
and in 1982 was made an Appeal Judge
in Lesotho, where he would later become
president of the Appeals court. He was
made an English Barrister in 1984. In 1991
he became the chair of the Convention for a
Democratic South Africa and the country’s
first non-white judge of the Supreme Court
of South Africa. He was later appointed to
the Appeal Court. He was made a judge of
the Constitutional Court in 1995. South African President Nelson Mandela appointed
Ismail Mahomed as chief justice of that
country’s highest court in 1996.
The first Chief Justice to be appointed in
post-apartheid South Africa was Ismail Muhammad, a leading South African jurist of
Indian descent, who was selected to succeed
Corbett in 1997 and eventually took office
in 1998. Mahomed held the position until
his death in 2000.
Under South Africa’s Interim Constitution of 1993 and later the Final Constitu-
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tion, the importance of the position of
Chief Justice as the position of final judicial
authority was temporarily relegated beneath
that of the President of the newly created
Constitutional Court. Ismail Muhammad
had been tipped widely for the job of Constitutional Court.
Mr. Justice Muhmmad has published
many articles in Law Journals and lectured
on Human Rights Jurisprudence at several
Institutions and Universities abroad. He
was made an Honorary Professor of Law
at Wits University in 1990 and received
Honorary Doctorates in Law from the Universities of Delhi and Natal. He presented
with an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws
by the University of Pennsylvania on May
18, 1992.
Ismail Muhammad died of pancreatic
cancer in Johannesburg at Linksfield Clinic
on 17 June 2000, shortly after leaving the
bench. He was 68 years old and hailed from
the Ranawav Memon Community,
Every year The Ismail Muhammed Prize
for Law Reform is a joint venture between
the South African Law Reform Commis-

sion and Juta & Co. The competition was
established in honour of the late Chief Justice and former Chairperson of the South
African Law Reform Commission. The
aim of this competition, which is an annual
event at the SALRC, is to encourage critical
legal writing by students, while generating
new innovative ideas for the reform of the
law. The initiative also seeks to encourage
legal scholarship and public dialogue on the
link between law reform, human rights and
the rule of law.
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THOUGHT PROVOKING

Choosing a spouse –
A Moral Story

S

eeing that his mother was in a good
mood, Ahmad sat near her and said,
‘Mother, I have an idea which should
bring you much joy.” His mother answered
eagerly, “My son, all that you give me
makes me happy. What is on your mind?”
“You know,” he told her, “I have finished
my studies and can afford to begin a family.
I have decided to marry.”
His mother’s face brightened with a
smile. “This is very good news! I have long
awaited such a day,” she told him. “How
often I have wished you would marry one
of your cousins. Praise be to Allah that
you have made this decision before it is too
late!.” Ahmad exclaimed, “Before it’s too
late? What do you mean?” “Your cousin
Maryam is now old enough to marry. Every
day there is someone visiting her home,
seeking her hand.”
Ahmad sat silently for a moment and
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said, “Then why should we bother her
suitors?”
“What do you mean, Ahmad?,” asked his
mother, dismayed.
“My cousin Maryam is not fit for me.”
“Why not? No, my son, you’re mistaken.
I shall go and see about your engagement
tomorrow,” his mother told him.
Ahmad frowned and said, “No, mother.
Please do not do such a thing. I will not
agree to this.” “When she becomes your
fiancée, you will feel love for her. Put aside
your fears. Maryam is beautiful, and she has
a respectable job.”
Ahmad disagreed, “No. This matter only
concerns me.”
Ahmad’s mother thought for a moment
and said, “If you dislike Maryam, then
there’s my brother’s daughter. She is as
beautiful as Maryam, and she has inherited
a large sum of money from my brother.

“Mother, please think about this matter
from my point of view. I need someone to
share my life, not a business partner.”
His mother became angry and sharply
asked, “What’s wrong with my niece? Why
isn’t she good enough to be your wife?”
Ahmad replied, “She is not a practicing
Muslim. I want a Muslim wife.”
Ahmad’s mother laughed sarcastically
and said, “You speak as if you were an
angel who could only marry another angel.
Why don’t you stop saying such nonsense,
my son? You are an educated young man;
you should give up your impossible ideals.”
“I am neither an angel, nor do I seek a
saint for a wife. I am a Muslim believer
looking for a girl who also believes in
Islam.” replied Ahmad.
Ahmad’s mother told him, “I don’t know
any girls who share your ideals.”
He said, “I know someone who measures
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up to my expectations.”
Startled by this admission, Ahmad’s
mother asked, “You know someone? Who
is she? Since when do you begin friendship
with girls?”
Ahmad answered quickly, “I didn’t mean
that I know a girl personally, but I know of
her.” “ I see,” she said. “You have already
chosen your wife. Who is this lucky girl?”
“Mother, please be more understanding. I
hope you will take my side and persuade
father to agree with my choice.”
This appeal to Ahmad’s mother softened
her, and she said, “I swear that I think only
of your welfare. I’ll help you. Tell me, what
are this girl ‘s qualifications?”
Ahmad told her, “Nothing matters except
the religious aspect. She is Muslim, and
wears complete hijab.” “Oh, then she is
uneducated!” “No, she has a high school
education and her religious knowledge is
extensive.”
Then his mother asked, “What family is
she from? Do I know them?”
“She is from a good family known for
their piety”, Ahmad told her. “Of what
use is a well-known family if a girl has no
Islamic morals?” He silently beseeched
Allah to give him the patience to overcome
his mother’s resistance. “A happy marriage
doesn’t depend on fame or wealth. Happiness stems from spiritual nearness and
mutual understanding.” Then, in a different
tone of voice his mother asked,
“What does her father do for a living?”
“He is a grocer,” Ahmad replied.
“A grocer?!”, she exclaimed. “Yes. He is a
grocer and a very righteous man. He is the
head of a happy and virtuous family.”
Ahmad’s mother interrupted him, “You
are the son of a wealthy man; with your
college degree you wish to marry a grocer’s
daughter? What a shame! Yet you ask me to
assist you! If I had chosen the daughter of a
jeweler, how would you feel?”
His mother replied, “There is a big difference between a jeweler and a grocer.”
“The only difference is with regard to the
substance. The former sells rings and the
latter sells sugar. Both work in order to earn
money,” Ahmad answered.
His mother lamented, “Imagine your
father’s reaction to this news! “
Ahmad said firmly, “This is my desire,
either you help me or I’ll do it myself.”
He spoke so seriously that his mother
laughed mockingly, saying, “Does the matter require a great effort? The least move
you make, they will give their daughter to
you gladly.”
Ahmad shook his head in doubt and said,
“Wait and see!”
“What an odd situation this is! Am I to
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present my son to a grocer’s daughter? What
special beauty does this girl possess to make
you blind to every other consideration?
“I have not yet seen her,” Ahmad said.
“Then how do you know she’s not ugly?”
asked his mother.
“I know she is not. As far as good conduct is concerned, physical beauty is of little
importance.”
“Oh Ahmad, my amazement never
ceases.”
The next morning, Ahmad told his father
of his intentions. His father became angry,
but Ahmad remained determined to marry
the woman of his choice. Finally his father
agreed and Ahmad asked his mother to visit
the girl’s home to make the proposal and
overcome any obstacles.
The following afternoon Ahmad’s mother, accompanied by his oldest sister, went to
the girl’s house. On the way there, Ahmad’s
sister asked her mother what the girl’s name
was. Her mother replied, “ I forgot to ask
him! “When they knocked on the family’s
door, they were surprised to see a beautiful
young girl open it. The girl was surprised
to see the two unfamiliar women, but she
showed them into the living room and went
to tell her mother that they had visitors. Her
mother welcomed the guests and waited
for them to explain the reason for their
visit. After exchanging greetings, Ahmad’s
mother asked who the young girl was who
had opened the door. “It was my daughter,
Zaynab,” she replied. “Do you have any
other daughter?” asked Ahmad’s mother.
“No, she’s my only daughter”, replied her
mother. Ahmad’s mother and sister were
delighted to learn that the beautiful girl was
Zaynab. Just then, Zaynab entered with
coffee for their visitors. She sat next to Ahmad’s sister and they soon found much to
discuss. Then she collected the empty coffee
cups and left the room.
Ahmad’s mother began, “We have come
with a blessed aim. We would be happy to
have your daughter Zaynab as a wife for
my son.” She praised her son for his intelligence, his good looks and his wealth, but she
neglected to mention his firm Islamic beliefs,
which was very important to Zaynab’s mother. Therefore, Ahmad’s mother was stunned
when Zaynab’s mother shook her head slowly
and said, “I’m very sorry. It is difficult for me
to agree to this proposal; in fact, it’s impossible.” With much surprise, Ahmad’s mother
asked, “What is impossible?”
“My daughter is still young. I’m sure your
son can find a girl who suits him.” Ahmad’s
mother protested, “But Zaynab suits him
well! Would you be kind enough to justify
your refusal?”
“I only have one daughter, and I should

be sure of her future married life.”
“But Ahmad is well-off financially,” said
his mother. “He is an engineer!”
Zaynab’s mother replied, “Zaynab would
not marry someone because he is wealthy or
has a college degree.”
Ahmad’s mother was at a loss for words.
“Then what will ensure your daughter’s
happiness and consent?”
“When a mother looks for a wife for her
son, she should mention her son’s conduct.”
said the mother of Zaynab. “My daughter is
a committed Muslim. She wants a Muslim
husband, and remember, my daughter wears
hijab, and your son may want a modern wife,
who dresses like his mother and sister.”
Ahmad’s mother laughed with relief and
told her, “You’re correct. I haven’t mentioned his conduct. I thought that other
aspects of his character were of more importance. My son is a faithful Muslim. He
is, in fact, looking for a wife who observes
hijab. Be sure that my appearance (unIslamic clothing) is not to Ahmad’s taste.”
Zaynab’s mother also smiled and said,
“You should have told me earlier! Please
give us your address so we can visit you and
learn more about your son.”
“We hope you can come early next
week,” said Ahmad’s mother.
Ahmad was waiting anxiously for his
mother’s return. As soon as she and her
daughter returned home he asked, “Well,
mother? How was your visit?”
“It was very strange,” she replied.
“What was strange?”, he asked. “Has
anything bad happened?”
“Oh no, Ahmad. But I never expected
such a thing,” she answered. “Then they
have refused?” Ahmad’s father said, “How
could a grocer’s daughter refuse a wealthy
young man?”
Ahmad’s mother turned to her husband
and said, “They did, in fact, refuse…”
“What! They refused?” asked the father.
“I spoke about Ahmad’s good qualities,
but I didn’t mention his Islamic morals.
My appearance also caused her to decline
my proposal because her daughter is a very
faithful Muslim. When I realized their
objections, I told them that you are a true
Muslim as well. I have come to respect them
very much. They don’t care about status or
wealth.”
“Have you seen the girl?” asked Ahmad’s
father.
“Yes, she is lovely and polite. Ahmad is a
lucky man to have made such a choice.”
The following week, Zaynab’s family paid
a visit to Ahmad’s home and plans were
made for the upcoming wedding. They were
soon married and there was much rejoicing.
Posted by E ISLAM
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HEALTH MATTERS

Tomato for clear skin

T

omatoes are a staple in every kitchen
but hardly will you hear anyone extolling its cosmetic benefits. Whether
you want to cure large pores or reduce acne
and rashes or sooth nasty sunburn or simply
to revive the glow on dull skin, tomatoes
are beneficial in many homemade beauty
treatments.
Not only do tomatoes taste great but they
also keep the skin healthy. It is necessary to
consume tomatoes as they have lycopene,
which is an antioxidant and hence works as
a sunscreen from within. These antioxidants
make tomato an anti-aging product as they
help in fighting cellular damage and reddening of skin. It is recommended to have
at least 16 milligrams of lycopene per day
as they reduce the number of free radicals
in the body and also help to retain the
moisture in people who are used to sitting in
air-conditioned environs. You don’t need to
spend your hard-earned money on expensive cosmetic treatments if you follow these
simple steps to get healthy-looking skin:

Big pores? Shrink Them

Big pores provide easy access to dirt and
grime thus increasing the chances of infecting the pore. Take a tablespoon of fresh
tomato juice. Add two to four drops of
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fresh lime juice to this. Use a cotton ball to
apply this mixture on your face. Massage
it in circular motions. Leave it on for about
15 minutes and then wash off with cool
water. Regular application will shrink pores
greatly.

Acne healing

The acidity in tomatoes helps in reducing
and clearing up your acne. Vitamin A and
vitamin C are commonly found in a lot of
acne medicines and tomatoes are rich in
vitamin A, vitamin C and vitamin K. If you
have mild acne, cut a tomato in half and apply the inside on your face. For severe acne
mash a fresh tomato and use the pulp as a
pack on the face. Leave it on for an hour.
Rinse it off and moisturize. Do this on a
regular basis or as many times as you can.
Your acne is bound to dry off soon.

Astringent

If you have oily skin and struggle to keep
your face from shining like a fried papad,
tomato is the solution to your agony.
Crush a fresh tomato and strain it. Make
a little cucumber juice and add it to the
tomato juice. Apply this juice with a cotton ball daily to control excessive oiliness
and acne.

Good to eat, great to clean

A tomato and avocado mask works wonders on combination skin. This is because
tomato works as an astringent as well as
a blackhead and oil-reducing agent while
avocados have an antiseptic and moisturizing effect. A pack of mashed tomatoes and
avocados help in soothing and cleansing
combination skin (oily and dry), as they are
rich in vitamin A, C and E. Apply this pack
and wash off after 20 o 30 minutes with
lukewarm water.

Burns no more

Summer is fast approaching and with harsh
summer comes burnt, inflamed skin. A
lot of people’s skin gets sunburnt, raw and
itchy due to exposure to the sun. Crush half
a tomato and mix it with two tablespoons
of plain yogurt. Apply this concoction on
face, neck, hands and feet. Wash it off after
20 minutes. Tomato cools the skin and
neutralises the surface while yogurt gives it
a much needed protein boost while leaving
it soft and supple.

Glowing skin

Mix honey with tomato juice until you get a
thick paste. Apply this mixture and wash off
after 15 minutes for smooth and glowing skin.

MEMON ALAM

FEBRUARY 2012

HUMOR

Money vs. Human life
(Blood Group vs. Money Group)
Qasim Abbas, Toronto
When a human being is born, his weight
is app. 3 Kg. (7 Lbs.).
When he dies, the weight of his kafan
cloth, perfume etc. on his lifeless body is
also app. 3 Kg. (7 Lbs.).
*************************
After birth, first cloth he wears has
no pocket.
And also there is no pocket on the last
cloth i.e. kafan cloth on his lifeless body,
when he is buried
Then why in this “interim” i.e. inbetween life i.e. worldly life, human
being is struggling, worrying and
harassing others for pocket???
*************************
At the time of taking blood in the hospital, blood “group” is checked first.
Then why at the time of receiving
and paying money (particularly paying
in Masjids towards charity, “group” of
money is not checked???
These money belong to which “group”?

Are these “just” and “legitimate” i.e..
halaal money?
Or “unjust” and “illegitimate” i.e.
haraam money?
Or money from “No. 2 business”?
Or money collected “under the table”?
Or money snatched jeopardizing
someone’s rights?
Or money with someone’s sigh?
*************************
If wrong “group” of money comes in
the family, quarrel, turmoil, disbelief,
disunity, hate etc. are created in the
family.
These “unjust” and “illegitimate” i.e.
haraam money is finished/utilised in
hospitals, clubs, gymkhanas, bar and other
“unjust” and “illegitimate” i.e. haraamactivities. And the human being with these
“group” of money is also finished/died
with these “group” of money.
Of course, bank balance is increasing
with these types of “unjust” and “ille-

gitimate” i.e. haraam money, but family
balance is decreasing and vanishing.
*************************
If such circumstances arise, then pray
to Almighty Allah that, “O Allah, poverty is much better than these money.
At least in poverty, Your remembrance
is there, Your gratefulness is there and
patience is preserved.”
And Allah has promised favour for
those who remember Him, thank Him
and preserve patience.
*************************
Look what Allah has revealed in Holy
Quran about “unjust” and “illegitimate” i.e.haraam money:
“And do not eat up your wealth among
yourselves by false means”. (2:188)
“O believers, do not eat up your
wealth among yourselves falsely, except
that it be trading with your mutual consent”. (4:29)
*************************

How to improve your mind
B

eing mentally fit is another important aspect of being healthy
overall. So, to really make this
year your fittest, pay some attention to
your mental health as well. Tough to meet
deadlines, reaching work on time after
packing tiffins for your spouse and kids
are some things that can make you lose
your temper at the drop of a hat. Here are
eight ways to control your mind and have
a healthy 2012 mentally and physically.
Workout regularly and eat healthy:
Regular workouts will improve your
cardiovascular health and in turn will help
you alleviate your mental tension and
stress. The right foods will calm you down
and have a positive effect on your attitude,
thought process, mood and creativity.
Here are tips to stick to your exercise routine and eat healthy through the year.
Include meditating and pranayam in
your schedule: Breathing exercises will
empower you with energy. It will let
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you tap and use energy confidently and
creatively. It will help you de-clutter your
mind and thus improve your thought
process. Meditation will relax your mind
and synchronize it with your body. It will
also relieve you of anxiety.
Set aside time for praying: Praying or
conversations with the almighty, will give
you inner peace and increase your self- confidence. People who are at peace with themselves are known to take better decisions
during trying times and are less frustrated as
they are satisfied with themselves.
Go for regular wellness treatments: Try
going for massages or any other wellness
treatment like a body scrub or even hand
and foot reflexology. These treatments help
to relax tense muscles and help activate the
nervous system, joints, muscles, spine and
skin, in turn reducing anxiety and stress.
Take up a hobby: Engage yourself in
a hobby or activity you like. It could be
reading, singing, dancing or photography.

This will keep you busy and prevent your
mind from thinking negative thoughts.
Maintain a diary: Making entries of your
everyday activities, thoughts and events
helps you retrospect. It could also help you
understand the cause of your stress/anxiety,
thus helping you to handle it better.
Get proper sleep and rest: Proper sleep
and rest plays a very important role in
rejuvenating you. It’s not just essential for
good health, but induces calmness and
helps lower muscle tension.
Avoid caffeine: Avoid stimulants like
caffeine, colas and chocolates. Especially in the evening as it could prevent
you from getting sound sleep. Stay away
from regular alcohol consumption and
smoking. Avoid heavy meals at night so
that food gets digested easily and in turn
doesn’t make you feel sluggish. Include
lots of water in your diet. It not just
flushes out toxins, but keeps you feeling
refreshed and energetic.
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