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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

LATE HAJI ABDUL RAZZAK
YAQOOB GANDHI (ARY)
– THE GOLDEN SON OF PAKISTAN
The World Memon Organisation (WMO) and the Memon Alam deeply condole
the sad demise of Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob (ARY) on Friday, 21st February 2014.
No words can describe the great vacuum and sorrow we feel by his sad demise.
Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob was one of the five Founders of the World Memon
Organisation. The other four founders were Late Mr. Latif Ebrahim Jamal, Late Mr.
Abdul Razzaq Tasty, Late Mr Adam Noor and Mr. Abubakar Casim Pardesi (who
passed away only a few days earlier on 11th February 2014). Haji Abdul Razzak
Yakoob served as the first President of WMO for three consecutive terms of two
years each.
The history of WMO begins in October 2000, when Late Haji Abdul Latif
Ebrahim Jamal and Late Haji Abdul Razzak Sorathia (Tasty) made a trip to Dubai
with a vision of uniting the Memon Community under a single global platform. The
idea was wholeheartedly welcomed by Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob, Mr. Abubakar
Casim Pardesi and Mr. Adam Noor. This led to a series of events which finally
resulted in the formation of the World Memon Organisation. It is over a decade
since then, and WMO has come a long way with a renewed commitment to continue
amelioration of the defeated, distressed, destitute and under-privileged members of
the Memon Community in whatever manner it is humanly possible.
Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob also had the vision to start a Technical Institute at
Karachi in line with a Technical Institute run by the Memon community in Baroda,
India. This ultimately led to the establishment of the Memon Industrial & Technical
Institute (MITI) in Karachi, which was formally launched in May 2009. Thereafter,
on 8th April 2011, the Memon Institute of Hijama Therapy (MIHT) was inaugurated.
On that occasion, the WMO Pakistan Chapter awarded Gold Medals to Haji Abdul
Razzak Yaqoob Gandhi ARY (Founder-President WMO), Mr. Syed Mustafa Kamal
(Ex-City Nazim of Karachi) and Mr. H.M Shahzad (Chairman, MITI) in recognition
of their exemplary services in the establishment and the successful operation of the
Memon Industrial & Technical Institute (MITI).
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
Haji Sahab, as he was fondly known, was a businessman par excellence. He
started his career in humble way and scaled great heights of success in all his
endeavors. He was the Chairman of the ARY Group of Companies. The brand
name ARY is so well known around the world that one conjures up gold biscuits
and jewellery when the name ARY is mentioned. The word ARY is synonymous
with ARY Gold, ARY TV and the person ARY – Abdul Razzak Yaqoob himself.
He was a man with the golden touch and was bestowed with the title – ‘Golden
Son of Pakistan’.
Besides business, he carved for himself a niche in the annals of Memon history
- as a great visionary, an ardent educationist, a generous philanthropist and a deep
sympathesizer of the ailing humanity.
I remember his speech at one of the Annual General Assembly Meetings of
WMO where he said, “Almighty Allah has bestowed us with abundant wealth.
And in our wealth... Allah has included the share of the poor. Therefore, it is our
duty to give back to the poor, their due share.”
These words reflect the indepth understanding Haji Sahab had about our Islamic
responsibility towards the poor and downtrodden. And this deep understanding of
Almighty Allah’s commandment seems to me as the driving force of Haji Sahab’s
generosity, numerous philanthropic endeavors and his deep desire to alleviate the
sufferings of the less fortunate.
This issue of the Memon Alam has been dedicated to the memory of Haji Abdul
Razzak Yaqoob. But we would like to point out that that it is simply impossible to
portray the great personality and immense contribution of Haji Sahab to WMO
and to the fields of business and social work. However, the Memon Alam has
decided that March 2014 issue of the Memon Alam will be followed by another
issue in the near future in memory of Haji Sahab.
We pray to Almighty Allah to bestow His choicest Blessings upon the departed
soul and grant him a place in Jannat-ul-Firdous. May Allah grant patience to all
his family members to bear this irreparrable loss. Ameen.
Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya
Chief Editor
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Condolence Message

It was with deep sorrow we at WMO heard the passing away of Haji Sahab on 21st Feb 2014 after a prolonged
illness in London, “Innalilahe waalla inna ilehe rajeoon”
He has been ill for quite some time and we at WMO have at all opportunities hoped and prayed for his recovery, but
death is inevitable as we all have to return to our maker one day.
Haji Sahab was a great leader of men and will be forever missed by all those who came in contact with him.
The community was very dear to him and he always worked very tireless for the welfare and upliftment of the
community. His Vision and Energy paved the way for the establishment of the World Memon Organization and the
WMO will always stand as one of his greatest accomplishment. Today the Global Memon Community is connected
like never before and Memon’s from Pakistan, India, UK, Sri Lanka, Dubai, USA, Canada, South Africa, Botswana,
Japan, Malawi, etc are all connected under the Banner of WMO only because of the Vision and Passion of Haji Sahab
and for this the Global Memon Community will be forever indebted to him
Memon Industrial and Technical Institute (MITI) formed under the auspicious of WMO and the leadership of
Haji Sahab is another great accomplishment of his. MITI has become a source of guidance and escape from Poverty
to thousands of improvised Youth in Karachi who due to the training received at MITI have been able to become
productive citizens contributing to the upliftment of their families and the society around them.
A man of few words and a great servant of Allah (SWT), he always lead by example in his conduct and spent is
wealth without any hesitation to help his fellow human beings without any expectation in return just to please Allah
(SWT) and do his duty to his fellow brothers and sisters
May Allah Subhanahuwatala rest Haji Sahab in eternal peace, forgive his short comings, have mercy on him and
bless him a place in Jannatul Firdous. (Ameen)

Abdul Satar Dada
President, WMO
(on behalf of the Office Bearers and all Members of the WMO)
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Condolences

To the Family members of (Late) Haji Abdul Razzak Yakoob

We acknowledge with thanks receipt of numerous condolence messages from friends,well-wishers,and leaders of
the Memon Community for publication in this magazine dedicated to ARY. However, we regret that due to paucity of
space we are unable to publish their messages.
However, we have deided to acknowledge their names and thank them for their messages. May Allah Almighty
accept their messages and give them courage to work hard for the welfare and well being of the down trodden population
of the community.
May Almighty Allah bless them.
Qasim Abbas
Toronto , Canada

Shahid Sangani (LEL)
COO, WMO

A.C. Saleem

Mr. Ashraf Sattar Sayani
(Dep Vice President of WMO &
Trustee of WMO FC

Latif Adam Hakam
Ex VP WMO(India Chapter)
President: Upleta Memon Jamat(Bombay)

Ghaffar Variend
Memon Po!nt, Chicago USA

Sikander Sattar
Memon Association Leicester and
WMO Vice President – Europe chapter.

WORLD MEMON ORGANISATION
(Middle East Chapter)

Mr. M.H. Omar
Trustee - WMO FC

Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya
(Secretary General, WMO),

Muhammad Yousuf Adil
(Treasurer, WMO),

(Deputy President, WMO)

Shoaib Ismail Mangroria

H.M. Shahzad

(Vice President, WMO PC)

(Assistant Secretary General, WMO PC)

Shazad Iqbal

Muhammad Rafique Noorani

(Regional Treasurer, WMO Pakistan Chapter),

All Office Bearers of WMO, Members of the Executive Committee, Members of the Board of Management and Heads of
various Committees
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Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob (ARY)
(Reprint of article Published in Memon Alam June 2000 Issue)

H

aji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob has
recently been proclaimed as the
Golden Son of Pakistan by H.E
Rahman G Al Mutaiwee, Director General of
the Dubai Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
He also lauded Yaqoob as the “Golden Son of
Dubai” as well.
Not many people would be familiar
with Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob but the very
mention of ARY would definitely ring a bell.
ARY has been one of the major sponsors of
Sharjah Cup Cricket tournament for quite
sometime now. Apart from that it has also been
advertising its products on PTV on a regular
basis.
This famous trader of gold, Haji Abdul
Razzak, is one of the most respected and
renowned personalities of the world. Not
many people are aware of the fact that this
great businessman of our time began his
entrepreneurial journey by a meagre amount,
selling a particular kind of Pakistani Chadar.
Those who have heard about or know
Haji Abdul Razzak are always struck by the
reputation of his riches of his gold, diamonds
and the jewellery that he deals in. One of the
leading gold and gem merchant, of the region,
Haji Abdul Razzak surely has a monopoly over
the precious metal`s trade.
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Recently, the London Bullion Market
Association (LBMA) formally appointed
ARY as one of its International Associates.
The LBMA introduced this form of membership
for companies outside the United Kingdom
with strong ties to the London Bullion Market.
ARY has also been recognized by the World
Gold Council.
ARY has been functioning since three
decades and has earned a reputation of being
an innovative and dependable business
enterprise Initially, it activities were craftily
aimed at trading in priceless gems stones and
metals apart from gold and silver. The wholehearted endeavor then spread into the minting
of Bullion Gold Bars and Coins and the
production and designing of ornamental gold
and jewellery. Various gold products such as
Rainbow Heart, Clear Gem, Morbe Pearl have
been introduced by ARY.
Mr. Abdul Razzak Yaqoob has not only
helped in strengthening trade relations between
Pakistan and countries of the Middle East
and Switzerland (Geneva), but also acted as
a faithful servant of his country. Whenever
Pakistan faced any natural calamity or disaster
Mr. Abdul Razzak Yaqoob mobilized his
resources and imbibed others to come to the
rescue of the nation. He spent millions of

Dirhams to send back stranded citizens of
Pakistan and India back from the Gulf to their
respective countries. He has given monetary
assistance to several hospitals, masjids. schools,
community centres and welfare organizations
in a number of countries. Haji Abdul Razzak
Yaqoob Gandhi, from the Memon Community,
who as a Pakistani has rendered valuable
services to the entire nation without any
distinction of caste, creed, colour or regional
affinity. He also provides financial aid to the
Government of Pakistan.
One of Mr. Abdul Razak Yaqoob`s own
welfare project is the Fatima Bai Hospital
which was setup at Jamshed Road, Karachi in
1986. It handles General Surgery, Gynecology,
E.N.T. problems, Chest and Skin diseases,
Bone ailments surgery dental diseases, etc.
It has modern facilities such has Nursery for
children, I.C.U., Physiotherapy, Ultrasound
and Modern Diagnostic Lab.
The soft spoken, cultered Haji Abdul
Razzak Yaqoob was brought up in Pakistan. He
was born on the 7th of May, 1944 at Mysore,
India. His family migrated to Pakistan two
years after its creation Although, he studied
only up to Matriculation, his knowledge and
ability is better than the best of the educated.
When he was a little boy, he used to
work at his father`s shop. he would go there
at 7 o`clock in the morning and sweep the
shop. At 8, he would leave for school. After
school hours, he would go to the nearby Kakri
Ground and play cricket for a while and then
return to his father`s shop where he would have
lunch with his father. Later, he would wash the
utensils and stay in the shop till shut down.
This was his daily routine in his childhood.
When he grew up, he decided to lend a helping
hand to his father.
Mr. Abdul Razzak Yaqoob got married
very early in life at a tender age of 17 years.
He became a father at the age of 18 years. He
always had a keen sense of business and this
has always been his plus point.
A trick of fate brought Mr. Abdul Razzak
Yaqoob to Dubai, In 1969, a man ran away with
Razzak Yaqoob`s money. When it was known
that the thief was in Dubai, Razzak Yaqoob left
for Dubai in search of him. He liked Dubai so
much, that he decided to stay there.
Initially, he set up a business of cigarettes
and textiles (imports from Pakistan and
India) where he represented some Pakistani
businessmen. Later on, these businessmen
opened their own office in Dubai leaving Abdul
Razzak Yaqoob to start afresh. In 1986, he
started his own family business dealing in Gold
in Dubai. His business acumen has given him
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the success and honor he currently commands.
Mr. Abdul Razzak Yaqoob was always
very fond of Cricket. Though, at this age, he
does not play. He sponsors the Man of the
Match Award at Sharjah and also sponsors
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other such Awards and matches.
There is hardly any Pakistani project
or Memon Community activity in the U.A.E
without Mr. Razzak`s personal contribution
in the form of his guidance, time and money.

Besides his general contributions, there are
a number of individuals who have got their
financial and other difficulties solved when
they knocked at the doors of Mr. Razzak`s
office.
Mr. Abdul Razzak Yaqoob has been
rightly chosen to lead the Memon community
in Dubai. He serves as the President of the
Organization since September 1987. The
Memon community has been doing several
social services and sporting activities under
the extraordinary help and support of Mr.
Razzak. He is keen and always helpful to guide
and provide every sort of help in cash and kind
at all times of need.
Mr. Razzak is also an active Executive
Committee Member of the Pakistan
Business Council. The entire Pakistani
business community in Dubai finds him
helpful and an actively participating
partner for the good of the entire business
and Pakistani community there. There are
several matters, issues and disputes of
Pakistani brethren which are settled with
the guidance and help of Mr. Abdul Razzak
Yaqoob without any legal arbitration of
official formalities.
It is, indeed, a matter of pride that the
Memon community has such as distinguished
personality, in its midst who has excelled in
his respective field and scaled the pinnacle
of success and achieved world- wide honor.
The Memon community is extremely proud
of Mr. Abdul Razzak Yaqoob ( ARY) who
cares for the community and the nation.
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HAJI SAHAB - AS I KNEW HIM
by Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya

I

first met Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob
(Haji Sahab) at the 1st International
Memon Convention held at Dubai on
28th & 29th April 2001. Our relationship grew
over the years and we came to understand each
other better and became closer and closer as
days went by. I always found him to be a softspoken person - very humble and simple. He
was a thorough gentleman in all respects. I have
always been impressed with his deep desire to
work for the alleviation of the sufferings of the
less-fortunate and for the better prospects of the
Memon Community.
Regarding the formation of the World
Memon Organisation (WMO) - it all started
when Late Haji Abdul Latif Jamal and Late
Haji Abdul Razzak Sorathia (Tasty) made a
trip to Dubai in October 2000 with a vision of
uniting the Memon Community under a single
global platform. This idea was wholeheartedly
welcomed by Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob
(ARY), Mr. Aboo Baker Cassim and Mr. Adam
Noor.
This led to the holding of the 1st
International Memon Conference at Dubai
in April 2001, where a Steering Committee,
consisting of 65 members, was formed to
prepare a draft of the Constitution. The 2nd
International Memon Convention was held a
year later in Dubai on 30th and 31st March
2002 wherein the Constitution of WMO
was approved and the 65-member Steering
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Committee was converted into the first Board
of Management, which held its first Meeting at
Dubai on 31st March 2002. Haji Abdul Razzak
Yaqoob was named first President of the World
Memon Organisation (WMO).
As President of WMO, Haji Sahab has
contributed generously towards the noble
projects of WMO, especially Education and
Rehabilitation projects. At times, the contribution
by Haji Sahab was more than a third of the
total contribution for a particular project. Haji
Sahab did his very best for the cause of WMO
by putting in his best efforts, donating generously
and using his far-reaching influence. Over the
years, he met with numerous key personalities,
Heads of States, Ministers and Diplomats in
connection with furthering the mission of WMO
and attended countless meetings, conferences,
functions, gatherings, exhibitions, fundraising
events, membership campaigns and road shows
all over the world, for the sake of WMO and the
Memon Community.
Haji Sahab always believed that education
was the key to prosperity and always did
his best to promote education. He donated
generously to various educational institutions
including the Technical Institute at Baroda,
which imparts technical and vocational training,
especially to those less-fortunate people who
could not complete their formal education. He
had the burning desire to start a Technical and
Vocational Training Institute in Karachi in line

with the technical institute run by the Memon
community in Baroda, India. This ultimately led
to the establishment of the Memon Industrial &
Technical Institute (MITI) at Korangi, Karachi,
which was formally launched in May 2009.
Later, he played a key role in the
establishment of the Memon Institute of Hijama
Therapy (MIHT), which was formally launched
on 8th April 2011. This Institute not only treats
patients but also trains students in Hijama
Therapy. At the launching of MIHT, the WMO
Pakistan Chapter awarded Gold Medals to Haji
Abdul Razzak Yaqoob Gandhi ARY (FounderPresident WMO), Syed Mustafa Kamal (ExCity Nazim of Karachi) and Mr. H.M Shahzad
(Chairman, MITI) in recognition of their
exemplary services in the establishment and the
successful operation of the Memon Industrial &
Technical Institute (MITI).
Haji Sahab was an integral part of WMO
and his contribution during its early and latter
years are the strong foundations on which
WMO will continue its journey in the years to
come.
May Almighty Allah accept all the good
deeds of Haji Sahab, forgive his shortcomings
and grant him the highest place in Jannat-ulFirdous. May Almighty Allah give all his family
members, friends and associates the patience to
bear this irreparable loss. Ameen.
To Allah do we belong and unto Him is our
return!
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Haji Abdul Razzaq, 69,
passed away in London and
was laid to rest in Karachi
A

prominent
Dubai-based
Pakistani businessman and
philanthropist. Haji Abdul
Razzaq Yaqoob, who passed away in
London on Friday, 21st February 2014. was
remembered by the community here.
Founder of ARY Group, Abdul
Razzak Yaqoob died after protracted illness
and was laid to rest in Karachi on Tuesday,
25th February 2014. He was 69 and survived
by a widow and five daughters.
Known as “Rainbow Heart Man’ for his
introduction of heart-shaped pendants in the
jewellery market, Razzaq played an important
role in the national economy of Pakistan by
leading a key business group of the country.
Hundreds of community members
gathered on Monday night at the Pakistan
Association in Dubai to offer condolence and
pay tribute to the man who will be remembered
for his contribution to humanity.
“He was a key player in uniting Pakistani
business community as he provided them
a platform by setting up Pakistan Business
Council (PBC) in Dubai, said Tanveer
Khawaja, former chairman of the PBC and
close friend of Yaqoob Haji Abdul Razzak
Yaqoob, who was born on May 7, 1944 in
Surat city of Gujarat in India but his family
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settled in Karachi.
Yaqoob was also the Founding
President of the World Memon Organisation
(WMO) a charity organisation that runs schools
and hospitals for the poor, gives scholarships to
deserving students and also provides financial
support to underprivileged people around the
world in addition to building mosques.
With his hard work and struggle,
he introduced the ARY Group on the
national and international level.
Though he came to Dubai more
than 45 years ago, he founded ARY Group
in 1972 and made Dubai the base for his
business. Khawaja told Gulf News that
Yaqoob was not only a leading businessman
in Dubai but also a great social worker and
philanthropist.
“His contribution for the humanity would
always be remembered. He would always
lead the community in charity work whether
it was contribution for natural disasters in
Pakistan such as floods or the free tickets for
illegal amnesty seekers in the UAE,” he said.
Yaqoob was well known and respected
among the Pakistani community in the
UAE for his charity work. He is the main
contributor to the charity fund for the welfare
committee of the Pakistan Association in

Dubai, which provides financial help to
hundreds of people in the UAE.
He helped underprivileged people
in the UAE regardless of their nationality.
Yaqoob was also known as the merchant of
gold in Dubai. He launched his ARY gold
brand in 1986 and kick-started his journey
to become a leading Pakistani businessman
in Dubai.
In 1996, he introduced his new jewellery
brand, ARY Rainbow Heart Pendants,
which became sought after jewellery pieces,
especially for couples. Taking advantage
of the property boom in Dubai, Yaqoob
entered the realty business with the launch
of Freehold Towers in International City,
attracting huge investment from Pakistan.
Yaqoob also had the honour of minting
the official gold coin for the first Dubai
Shopping Festival in 1996.
He started his own television
network in Urdu — the first private channel
in Pakistan. With its headquarters in Dubai,
ARY Television Network has become one
of the leading educational and news sources
for the Urdu speaking community around
the world.
(Gulf News, UAE, 24th February 2014)
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How Wikipedia Describes ARY?
Source: www.wikipedia.com

A

bdul Razzak Yaqoob (ARY)
was a wealthy Pakistani
businessman based in Dubai.
He was the owner of ARY Group of
Companies.
During the era of the British Empire,
his parents migrated from Surat, British
India to Karachi in 1944. He came to
Dubai from Pakistan in 1969.
In 1972, Yakoob established ARY
and opened its first outlet in Fikri
Market Deira, Dubai. He also started
importing watches, perfumes and
cigarettes. Two years later, when his
brother, Mohammed Iqbal, joined him,
the group branched out into dealing
with food and textiles. Besides catering
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Abdul Razzak Yaqoob

Born
Surat,
Died
Residence
Nationality
Occupation
Net worth
Religion

7 May 1944
British India
21 February 2014
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Pakistan
Chief Executive ARY Group
over US 0.5 billion (2009)
Islam

to the local market, they also began
exporting food-stuff to Iran. Yaqoob’s
current business includes a Gold and
Silver trading segment.
Due to his philanthropy and extensive
social work amongst the community, he was
well respected by Pakistanis around the world.

He was being authorised as Pakistan’s
sole gold importer, and had been granted
the license to help regulate the Pakistani
Gold Industry. Abdul Razzak Yaqoob was
appointed the lifetime head of the World
Memon Organization.
He died on 21 February 2014 in
London, he had been ill for many days
preceding his death. His funeral prayers
were held in Jamia Islamia Ghousia
Trust, Luton. Allama Qazi Abdul Aziz
Chishti led the prayers, after which the
body was repatriated to Karachi.
A second prayer was held at Mazare-Quaid in Karachi. These prayers were
led by Mufti Munib Ur Rehman, after
which he was laid to rest in Karachi.
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ARY - The Legacy Continues
Some pictures of the ARY Condolence Program held jointly by All Pakistan Memon Federation (APMF), World Memon Organisation
(WMO) and Morbi Tankara Memon Association (MTMA) at Rangoonwala Hall, Karachi on 9th March 2014
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ARY & the World Memon Organisation (WMO)

Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob Gandhi (ARY) was one of the five founders of the WMO. He served as its first President
of WMO for three consecutive terms of two years each. He played a vital role in the early days of WMO in its growth and
evolution as one of the most active social welfare platforms of the Memon Community at the international level.

MEMON ALAM

MARCH 2014

19

PHOTO GALLERY

4th Annual General Assembly Meeting of WMO held at Colombo
Sri Lanka in May 2006 - held in conjunction with the Golden Jubilee At the inaugural session of 5th Annual General Assembly Meeting
Celebrations of Memon Association of Sri Lanka (MASL)
of WMO held at Karachi in April 2007

At the inaugural session of 5th Annual General Assembly Meeting
of WMO held at Karachi in April 2007 with H.E. Mr. Shaukat
Aziz, Prime Minister of Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Mr.
Ishrat-ul-ibad, Governor of Sindh

Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob, President of WMO, addressing the
gathering at the Memoni Get-Together held along with the 5th
Annual General Assembly Meeting of WMO at Karachi, Pakistan
during April 2007

Memoni Get-Together held at Karachi, Pakistan in April 2007

With (L to R) Mr. Pir Muhammad Kaliya, Sir Iqbal Sacranie and Mr.
Peer Muhammad Diwan at Memoni Get-Together held in April 2007

With Mr. Abdul Sattar Dada, Deputy President of WMO, at the
Meeting of the Board of Management held alongside the 5th Annual
General Assembly Meeting in April 2007

During the time of 5th Annual General Assembly and other Meetings
of WMO held at Karachi during April 2007
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At the Meeting of the Board of Management held along side the 5th Annual General Assembly Meeting in April 2007

Pictures of the Memon Exhibition organized by APMF at Expo
Center, Karachi, during the time of the 5th Annual General
Assembly and other Meetings of WMO during April 2007

Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob seen with his two daughters at the
Memon Exhibition held at Expo Center, Karachi, during the time
of the 5th Annual General Assembly and other Meetings of WMO
during April 2007

Pictures of the Memon Exhibition organized by APMF at Expo
Center, Karachi, during the time of the 5th Annual General
Assembly and other Meetings of WMO during April 2007
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(L to R: Mr. H.M. Shahzad, Mr. Pir Muhammad Kaliya, Haji
Abdul Razzak Yaqoob, Mr. Abba Ali Yousuf, Mr. Abubakar Casim
Pardesi and Mr. Shoaib Ismail Mangroria)

Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob seen with Mr. Pir Muhammad Kaliya (on
his right), his daughter Shabana and son-in-law at the Memon Exhibition
held at Expo Center, Karachi, during the time of the 5th Annual General
Assembly and other Meetings of WMO during April 2007

Pictures of the Memon Exhibition organized by APMF at Expo
Center, Karachi, during the time of the 5th Annual General
Assembly and other Meetings of WMO during April 2007
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8th Annual General Assembly Meeting of WMO held at Colombo, Sri Lanka in December 2010

At the dinner held at ARY Residence in honor of Mr. Abdul Sattar
Dada, President, WMO and other foreign delegates in April 2001

At the Memon Get-Together held in honor of Mr. Abdul Sattar
Dada, President, WMO and other foreign delegates in April 2007

At a Mehfil-e-Naat organized by the Youth Wing of WMO
Pakistan Chapter on 22nd March 2010

At the Stall of WMO at the Vision of Prosperity Exhibition at
Expo Center in April 2007
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Transfer of Memon Alam to WMO
The Memon Alam, international monthly magazine, of over five decades was formally handed over to the World Memon Organisation
by the Memon Alam Trust on 23rd November 2009.

Mr. Umer A. Rehman, Managing Trustee / Honorary Editor of Memon Alam and Mr. Shoaib Ismail Mangroria, Vice President of
WMO sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

Seen in the picture (L to R). Mr. Umer A. Rehman, Mr. Bilal umer, Mr. Shoaib Ismail Mangroria, Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob,
Mr. Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya and Mr. Qassim Moosa Lawai
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Visit of Mr Abdul Sattar Dada & other Foreign Delegates to Pakistan

Welcoming Mr. Abdul Sattar Dada, the newly elected President of WMO and other foreign delegates at Karachi Airport, with Mr. H.M.
Shahzad, Assistant Secretary General, WMO (Far Left) and Mr. Abdul Rashid Godil (a Patron Member of WMO and MNA in the Far
Right) while Mr. Abubakar Siddiq Lakhani and Sir Iqbal Sacranie are in the background

Group photo after arrival at Karachi Airport
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A TRIBUTE TO LATE HAJI ABDUL
RAZZAK YAKOOB GANDHI (ARY)

L

ate Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob
Gandhi (ARY) was a person who
possessed extra-ordinary qualities
of character, leadership and humanity. He was
the qualified,Legendry and visionary leader

of the International Memon Community.
Although he was unique among his peers as
a business man and as a socio-political figure
he will be most remembered for his service in
bringing the Memon community all over the

world on a common platform for the service
and welfare of the community. The flourishing
and progressive World Memon Organization
is a living proof of his knowledge, wisdom and
devotion to the Memon community worldwide.

However, if there was one achievement
that would separate him from the ordinary
and place him among the great people of
Pakistan and the world was his vision to
impact the deprived youth of the society
through training in vocational skills that will
prepare them to enter the practical world with
dignity and self-respect. This vision resulted
in the establishment of Memon Industrial
Training Institute (MITI) at Karachi.
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MITI was established to work on a non-profit basis. At the very outset, Haji sahib had declared that MITI would serve the needy and
deprived youth without consideration of religion or ethnic background.

The selection of the present location
and how an erstwhile City Nazim came
forward to offer his co-operation to Haji

sahib is now history. But the end result
was the signing of the MOU between
WMO and CDGK in March 2008 and the

subsequent handing over of the Civic Center
No 3 in Korangi No. 5 for the purpose of
establishment of MITI.

The selection of the present location
and how an erstwhile City Nazim came
forward to offer his co-operation to Haji

sahib is now history. But the end result
was the signing of the MOU between
WMO and CDGK in March 2008 and the

subsequent handing over of the Civic Center
No 3, in Korangi No. 5 for the purpose of
establishment of MITI.
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Haji Abdul RazzakYaqoob wasted no
time in arranging funding in the form of a grant
of USD 200,000 for the establishment of the
Vocational Training Center which was later
appropriately named Memon Industrial and
Training Institute. Simultaneously, Mr. H.M.
Shahzad was nominated as the Chairman to
lead an eight member committee to oversee the
work of construction.
With all parameters in place, the work
started immediately for completion by 2009.
Simultaneously,it was decided that
1. The youth targeted would be from the
financially deprived class.
2. The targeted youth would be from
those who could not continue or complete
their education and were forced into small
employment to support their families.
3. The training would be fast paced and

completed in the shortest possible time to
reduce the burden on the families.
With these ground rules which were
in keeping with the ideals of service to
humanity which was the cherished dream
of Haji sahib, it was necessary to practically
impact the needy and deprived youth. These
ideals were kept in mind by the management
of WMO and MITI while finalizing the fee
structure and course outline of MITI. As
such the following plan was implemented.
1. The vision of Haji sahib was a
completely free education. However,
reluctantly he agreed to a notional amount
which would imbibe a sense of participation
and seriousness among the students.
Therefore, a highly subsidized fee structure
was put in place according to which Rs 500
per month would be paid by boys and Rs

300 by the ladies. However, those unable to
pay this amount would be admitted without
any fees.
2. There would be no pre-requisites for
admission except that of age which would
be at least 14 years.
3. The course duration would be 4
months which was just sufficient to complete
the training at a fast pace.
4. MITI would develop its own
curriculum within the required parameters.
5. The course would consist of
maximum hands-on training. Therefore,
80% of the course would be practical training
and 20% theory. The workshops would be
well equipped to deliver these objectives.
Side by side with the construction
work, the academic preparations were
undertaken on the above parameters.

The work was completed by 2009 and
the opening ceremony of MITI was held on

31st May, 2009 which was attended among
others by the Governor of Sindh, City

Nazim, notables of WMO, Government
functionaries and media people.
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MITI thus opened its gates for the students from June 2009 with 7courses and strength of 254 students.

This was just a beginning and the
vision of Haji sahib was still far from
reality. WMO then embarked upon an
ambitious plan of expansion and very

soon, this plan was put into place and
work started on creation of more classes
and workshops to cater for introduction
of more trades.

The need for ladies’ classes was also
realized in the locality and very soon in
2010, the ladies’ section was formally
inaugurated.

The pace of development continues with
full commitment till the present and by the
grace of Allah, today MITI is offering a total
of 54 courses in the boys and ladies sections
and still counting. The enrollment has gone up

to almost 4000 students in a single batch.
It is our privilege to have successfully
trained 44000 students to-date and our
yearly target is 14000 to 15000 students
in a year. Our students are well received

by the industry and many are serving
abroad especially in the Middle East
countries although our students have also
been successful in getting employment in
Singapore, Malaysia and others.

MITI receives many national and
international visitors who have acclaimed
the excellent facilities for training at

MITI. The most noteworthy among
them are Mr. Adam Thomson the British
High Commissioner, Mr. TilloKlinner,

the German Consul General, Federal
Ministers and other public figures, to
name a few.
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British High Commissioner Mr. Adam Thomson with Haji Abdul Razzaq ARY and other officials of MITI

Mr. Ibrahim Supariwala from India with Haji Abdul Razzaq ARY

Mr. Ghulam Nabi Kadwani with Haji Abdul Razzaq

Consul General of germany Dr. Tilo Klinner, Nasreen Jaleel,
Mr.Rasheed Godial, Mr. H.M Shahzad, Mr. Pir Muhammad
Kaliya & Mr. Shoaib Ismail Mangroria, Mr. Shahab Hasan

Qari Sheikh Bashir Ahmed Siddiqui, Qari Zia urRehman and
Qari Hussain Munir from Madinah Munnawara

In the present era of globalization, there
is an excellent opportunity for employment for

skilled manpower. To avail this opportunity,
it is imperative that we continue to invest in

developing world class training facilities turning
out trained manpower catering to these needs.

Our special thanks to Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob Gandhi without whose leadership, vision, initiative, perseverance and
encouragement, the establishment of the Memon Industrial Training Institute would still be a dream.
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MEMON INSTITUTE OF
HIJAMA THERAPY

A

lthough Haji Abdul Razzak
Yaqoob (ARY) is known for
his contribution in the establishment

32

of MITI, few know about his deep
attachment to Allah (SWT) and His
prophet (SAW). It was this love and

devotion to the Creator that motivated
him to do something practical which will
also benefit mankind. What better than
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Alhamdulillah, theMemon Institute of Hijama Therapy started operations formally on 2nd February, 2012.

to do something for the people who are
suffering from various diseases but do not
have access to medical care.
With this objective in mind, Haji
sahib entrusted Mr. H.M. Shahzad to
establish a center for treating people
through Hijama which is a way of
treatment based on the Sunnah of
RasulAllah (SAW) who has recommended
this treatment to Muslims and there are
many Ahadees in this regard.
The task was to build a center which
would give treatment as well as training
to young doctors for its propagation.
The
foundation
stone
laying
ceremony of the building was held on the
8th of April, 2011 on the occasion of the
visit of Mr. Abdul Sattar Dada, President
WMO and other international dignitaries
by Haji Jan Mohammad Yaqoob Gandhi.
Memon Institute of Hijama Therapy
(MIHT) thus came into being and has
been built in the premises of Memon
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Industrial and Technical Institute (MITI)
and under management of Chairman
MITI, Mr. H.M. Shahzad and C.O.O.
Mr. Shahab Hasan. Dr. Asif Ahmed was
appointed as the Medical Director.
The building includes 3 rooms for
doctors, a meeting room, change room
and 6 patient beds. All the equipment
required for a modern clinical facilityis
available at MIHT. Here Hijama therapy
is carried out with all the necessary
medical protocols and procedures in
strict hygienic environment.
MIHT has been built to give
treatment to all sections of society at a
very nominal cost because it is intended
to be run on a not-for-profit basis. In the
first phase, the facility will be used for
treatment only and in the second phase
the training and research functions will
also be started.
The clinic started working from
2nd February, 2012 after a soft opening

by treating the first patients Founder
President of WMO, and the moving
spirit behind MITI and MIHT Haji
Abdul Razzaq Yaqoob Gandhi (ARY)
and
Mr. H.M. Shahzad, Chairman
MITI and Assistant Secretary General
WMO besides other dignitaries including
Mr. Shoaib Ismail Mangroria, V.P.
WMO and Mr. Peer Mohammad Kalya,
Secretary General WMO has also visited
and appreciated the facilities. In the
beginning, 5 to 6 patients were being
treated daily at MIHT but as the word
spread, the numbers kept on rising and
today more than 30 patients are treated
daily.Till today, almost 30000 patient
visits have been clocked.
By the grace of Allah, MIHT is
now very well known nationally and
internationally. The patients benefitting
from this facility pray for the departed
soul of Late Haji Abdul Razzak Yaqoob
Gandhi
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APPEAL FOR DONATION FOR THE
WMO EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENT
FUND

The World Memon Organisation, Pakistan Chapter has recently established the
WMO Education Endowment Fund to facilitate Memon students to pursue higher
and professional education by availing loans, which are repayable in easy installments
without any kind of markup or charges.
The WMO Education Endowment Fund will help countless students, especially the
white-collared members of the Memon community, who cannot afford the high costs
of modern day education but at the same time do not qualify for Zakat. The WMO
Education Endowment Fund is a major step to bring about progress and prosperity in
the Memon community.
We humbly request the members of the World Memon Organisation (WMO), the
Trustees of World Memon Organisation Charitable Foundation (WMOCF), our
valued donors, well-wishers and philanthropists to join us in this noble endeavor to
bring about an Educational Revolution in the Memon Community by contributing
generously to the WMO Education Endowment Fund.
May Almighty Allah reward you abundantly in this world and the hereafter. Ameen.

Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya
Shoaib Ismail Mangroria
H. M. Shahzad

Peer Muhammad Diwan
Gul Muhammad Jan Muhammad
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Quran Khuwani held in Ahmedabad
City, Gujarat, India for ARY

I

n The Remembrance of Late Haji
Abdul Razzak Yacoob Gandhi
(ARY) a Khiraje Akidat and Quran
Khuwani Program was held by all the Memon
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Jamats Of Ahmedabad City, Gujarat, India.
Mr. Shafi Aiyub Mulani arranged all the
proceedings at Al-Madina Masjid on Friday
28 February 2014, after Namaz-E-Isha in

Ahmedabad. The contribution of Haji Sahab
was praised and Dua-e- Magfirat and prayers
were offered for Haji sahab`s highest place in
Jannatul Firdous.
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Exporters of all kinds of Yarns, Textiles new
and second hand reconditioned machineries
second hand reconditioned Cars, Used Tyres
Used Motor Cycles and Buses

Only officially registered recognized
Memon company Japan since 1955

MEIYO BOEKI SHOKAI
PROPALACE AZUCHIMACHI BLDG. 2F
1-619 AZUCHI MACHI CHUO-KU OSAKA (JAPAN)
MAILING ADDRESS
HIGASHI P.O. BOX NO. 163, OSAKA (JAPAN)

PHONE: (06) 6264-0190
FAX: (06) 6264-0147
E-MAIL: meiyo@warp.or.jp
E-MAIL: yusufjapanwala@hotmail.com
PRESIDENT: YUSUF M. BHADELIA
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Mrs. Sherbano Tayyab Katchi
in the eyes of her daughter
(by her daughter Mrs Neelofer Habib).

M

rs. Sherbano Tayyab Katchi,
my dear and beloved mother,
was born on the 27th of
September, 1934 in Bombay India. She
was the only daughter among two sons of
Ebrahim and Ayesha Bai Maker.
From a very young age, my grandfather
encouraged her in education and sports
and arts...She was an expert swimmer,
and horse rider...Robin, a gentle creature
..and Typhoon were the two horses they
rode every evening to church gate ..a much
awaited sight amongst the people
Always full of life..she matched her
brother in all activities!
To her younger brother she was the
choti apa ..who spoiled and looked after
him..and he also suffered her wrath when he
was too difficult
It seems at a very young age she was
the beloved of family and friends
She was asked to keep names for the
young ones born at the time!
“The Family migrated to Pakistan at
partition in 1947” and it was on the say so of
my dear mother, a letter written at the tender
age of 13 years, that Kassam Chappra and
his family migrated to Pakistan also, and
co-founded H.M. Silk Mills along with my
grandfather Ebrahim Maker.
Accompanying them was also Rabia
Bai ...widow of the nawab who had adopted
my grandmother...this second grandmother
my mother admired greatly and was
influenced much by her gentle , regal,and
wise demeanour...the lady was alive till I was
about 6 yrs of age , and I had the opportunity
to see her...Rabia Bai spoke volumes with
her silences, actions and few gentle words
and wise ways...my mother enjoyed her
company greatly..and would be sitting by her
side whenever we went to my grandmothers
house
In Karachi, my mother`s education
continued and she passed matric with
flying colors..I remember her mentioning
Mr.Wadiwala as one of her tutor and St.
Jufuls as her School.
As for arts, my grandfather personally
taught her ballroom dancing ....and she took
part in a fancy dress ..where he transformed
her into a scarecrow..from what I remember,
this fancy dress took place at the Karachi
Gymkhana . It was the then Prince Aga
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Khan who had awarded her the first prize...
her transformation was such that neither
family nor friends recognised her!.
She was engaged to my father Tayyab
Katchi at the tender age of 17 and married
in 1952. The Katchi Family were owner
of Kohinoor Silk Mills. He hailed from
Kodinar...and I can imagine the culture
difference she must have encountered
But now, in her mind, her mother`s
family was left behind..the young girl who
had never lifted a finger for any menial
task... learned to cook, clean and win hearts
of a family very different from her own.
It began when she attended the first
wedding after her marriage....instead of
the usual fashionable clothes of the time
..She accompanied my dadi, wearing my
Dadi’s kurta, Izhar and dupatta..by her side,
carrying my dadis slippers.
My dadis love and respect for my
mother founded and established a very
loving base for myself, and my two dear

brothers Asif and Junaid, as we enjoyed
a special place of love and caring from my
dadi ...she would secretly save Mithais or
any other special thing for my mother..she
had other daughter in laws too!..and gave me
the challa she always wore...may Allah grant
her paradise too.
Not to forget my tai, Halima bai ...who
loved my mother as a daughter...and in her
last days would only ask for my mother to
attend to her.
To my Phuppi and her children , and
my cousins in India she was the beloved
bano mami..or mummy as some of them
called her.
My phuppis daughter was brought up
in our home as a sister to me ..till she was
settled in marriage and in her own home.
My mother touched the hearts of so
many people from such diverse walks of life,
that I was always scared someone might take
her away from me..
I remember the then Indian High
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commissioner Mr. Joshi and his wife
..telling my father.” take anything but give
Bano to us”.
And now after her passing away , the
messages I receive , the anecdotes that are
recounted to me ..the love and overwhelming
feelings of her friends...O may Allah grant
my dear mother the highest paradise!
My mother assisted my father and
strived ceaselessly for our good upbringing...
wanting to give us the best ..a convent
education, cooking , Montessori , French
language, flower arranging and sitar were
some of the opportunities she brought to my
plate.
In the seventies she established her own
jewellery business which she continued to
attend to till now..her clients are a testimony
to her foresight and brilliance in this field...
just her very name being synomous with best
work and honest dealing.....with clientele
asking just for her from different parts of the
world.
Always learning..flower arranging
was the next art she learned..and won
many prizes, actually it was me she was
teaching and entering into competitions.her
arrangements were always something put
together at the last moment with left over
material ..but their artistry never failed to
impress the judges! My bhabi Yasmin, much
inspired , took it to a new height ..and is a
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successful event manager for weddings, the
flowers being her forte.
To her two grandsons Aamir and
Umer Habib and his wife Faryal she was
the beloved Nani ma....they taking much
inspiration from her business acumen..and
scintillating personality...and to my husband
Hafiz she was not “sasuji” as she would
tease him....but the beloved mother who he
would cook for on weekends and feed with
his own hands..
Education...that was her passion
always..at this time , she also took the
brother of our household help under her
wing,,he ate and played with us ..and
attended St. Patrick’s school...on completing
his education , in the seventies, and now a
young man , he went back to Kashmir as
principal of an established school there
Her philanthropy was on a personal
level ..where the needy of the family came
first, their education, day to day expenses,
which had include going to see a movie or
some outing once a month!...marriage and
dowries ...all had to be met.
She stood by any needy of the family,
whether from her mothers side or my
fathers...all was need based.. She providing,
if nothing else, genuine advice and
encouragement.
This passion found its niche when
Mr and Mrs Rangoonwala, established

the World Memon Foundation, and asked
her to head the ladies wing as as the Vice
President.
I served with her as Hon Secretary
..and operating from a small room at first , it
was established as an independent unit
She was then asked to join the World
Memon Organisation as First Chairperson
of Ladies Wing...the work she has done
for the promotion and betterment of the
Memon youth and women speaks for itself.
She passed away on the 19th of March
2014...Just before that she had memorised
Surah Yaseen and 99 Names of Allah...she
never stopped learning.
....but let me give you my mother`s
message ...that she kept conveying to me
over and over again...She said
“ the woman ..daughter, wife, mother,
daughter in law... are the makers of the
home....your education and health are
paramount to your familiy’s well being...
“ Remember what family you belong
to ...remember your heritage..do not do
anything to sully your family name
“ Uphold the values and principals of
Islam and base your family values on that”
..I remember her once holding me in
her lap...and asking me to look at a woman
dancing amongst much cheering and egging
of audience..I was hardly 5 years old .... I
was puzzled when she said” look carefully”
she said “ look very care fully....”
“because this is exactly how I DON’T
want you to be” .
...what a lesson ..! and taught how!
Above all , her constant refrain...
“Baron Ka Adab Karo... kissi Ka dil
na dukhao....kissi Ki majboori Ka faida na
uthao......kissi Ki majboori mahsoos Karo....
kissi Ka dil rakhnai sekho.... Haq bolnai sai
na daro ...(Urdu)
uphold truth and justice and fairness
in all your dealings” Kissi ka Accha Nahin
Kar Saktai, Bura Mat Karo, Hat Ja...(Urdu)
If you cannot do good for someone, distance
yourself, don’t do bad for that person.
Respect
elders...don’t
break
anyone’s heart..don’t take advantage of
another’s weakness..feel for one who is
downtrodden....be a means of solace and
peace for him..don’t be scared of speaking
the truth..uphold truth and justice in all your
dealings” and my reply was in
Jee maa...Aisa hi karoongi...bus aik
baar qadam choomnai Ka moqah phir dai
dain
(Yes mother..I will do the same..just let
me kiss your feet one more time)
- Neelofer Habib
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Remembering Madam
Sherbano Katchi

he
World
Memon
Organisation (WMO) has
been blessed by Almighty
Allah with a very good team. Madam
Sherbano Katchi, who passed away
on 19th March 2014, was a part and
parcel of WMO and was the key person
who spearheaded the WMO Ladies
Wing (Pakistan Chapter), as its first
Chairperson. She was also a member of
the Board of Management of WMO.
The Board of Management of WMO
had decided many years back to establish
Ladies Wings and Youth Wings at all its
chapters. The Ladies Wing of WMO
Pakistan Chapter, after its formation,
regularly holds get-togethers, seminars,
functions and other such events to bring
together Memon women from all walks
of life on a single platform and motivate
them to devote their time and energy for
social work and charity.
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Mrs. Sherbano Katchi was the first
chairperson of the WMO Ladies Wing,
which has always been the most active.
After her retirement, Madam Hawa
Abdullah took over as the Chairperson.
Recently, Madam Hawa Abdullah became
the Chairperson of the International
Ladies Wing, formed at Colombo,
Sri Lanka in February 2013, whereas
Madam Amina Ganny became the new
Chairperson of the Ladies Wing of WMO
Pakistan Chapter.
Madam Sherbano Katchi , as the
Chairperson of Ladies Wing, executed her
duties to the fullest. She also canvassed
for Membership of WMO and Zakat
Collection from the Memon Ladies.
May Almighty Allah bless the
departed soul and grant her place in
Jannat-ul-Firdaus and also grant patience
to all her friends, family and relatives.
Ameen.
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Mrs. Sherbano Tayyab Katchi & WMO
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