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l&! JOIN HANDS WITH WMO
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MISSION OF WMO

The Mission of WMO is to act as the central Memon organisation representing the Memon Community
throughout the world and to promote the advancement, uplifiment, unity, welfare and well-being of Memons
in the world, in all aspects of life and at all times in accordance with and under the guidance of Islamic

priniciples.
MEMBERSHIP
The World Memon Organisation has the following categories of Membership:

1. Apex Bodies (National Bodies)

2. Institutional Members (Regional and Local Bodies) local institutions, foundations, trusts,
social welfare organizations, professional institutions, chamber of commerce, educational
boards, etc

3, Corporate Members (Commercial Bodies) -

4, Individual Members (Annual or Life Members)

5, Associate Members (any Non-Memon Organizations or Non-Memon Individual)

6. Patrons

71 Trustees of WMO Charitable Foundation (WMOCEF)

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Apex Members TS $500 (Annually)
Institutional Members 1S 5250 (Annually})
Corporate Members US 500 (Annually)
Annual Membership s §100
Life Membership US §2,500
Patron S §25,000
Trustee 1S 5100,000
NOTES:
1. Subscription for female applicants shall be half the normal fees
2, Subscription for Life Members can be paid in three equal annual installments
3. Subseription for Patrons can be paid in five equal annual installments
4. Subscription for Trustees can be paid in five equal annual installments

SUBSCRIPTION FOR MEMON ALAM
For Pakistan: Rs. 500 per antum
For Other Countries: S 850 per annum

ADVERTISEMENT TARIFF FOR MEMON ALAM

Back Page US §500 per issue
Inside Title Page US $400 per issue
Inside Back Page US 8350 per issue
Other pages US 5250 per issue

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
For 12 issues in a year 30%
For 8 issues in a year 20%
For 4 issues in a year 10%
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l\""! FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

Heritage of the Memon Community

“Cultural
Heritage" is the
intangible
attributes of a
group or society
that are inherited
from past
generations,
maintained in the
present and
bestowed for the
benefit of future
generations.

05

Heritage refers to something which is inherited from one's ancestors. It has several senses including:

Mamral Heritage a nation's inheritance of geology, landscape and landforms, and other natural resources.
Cuftural Heritage the legacy of physical artifacts and mtangible attributes of a group or society

Food Heritage

Traditions, customs, practices, socal values, language, ctc

Every society has a different culture, where people share a specific language, traditions, behaviors, perceptions
and beliefs. Culture gives them an identity which makes them unique and different from people of other
culiures.

It is said that the cultures in which we are raised define our identities and shape how we experience the world.
History and events have shaped us and we, in turn, as members of the Memon Community, have shaped
history and events. What we are today is due to our culture and heritage,

Culture 1s something that a person learns from his farmily and surroundings, and is not ingrained in him from
birth. It does not have any biological connection because even if a person is brought up in a culture different
from that in which he was born, he imbibes the culture of the society where he grows up, Culture 15 necessary
to establish an order and discipline in the society. It is not only a means of communication between people, but
also creates a feeling of belonging and togetherness among people in the society.

“Cultural Heritage" is the intangible attributes of a group or society that are inherited from past generations,
maintained in the present and bestowed for the benefit of future generations,

“Architectural Heritage” includes buildings and historic places, monuments, artifacts, etc., that are considered
worthy of preservation for the future, The heritage that survives from the past is often unique and irreplaceable,
which places the responsibility of preservation on the current generation.

The Hentage of the Memon Community

The Memon Community has a recorded history of about 450 years, Who knows how old it actually is! But its
rich traditions and varied heritage have given it a unique identity worldwide. The Memons are well-known for
their business acumen and for building Mosques, Madressahs, schools, colleges, hospitals and other social
welfare institutions all over the Indian subcontinent and other countries. The Memons are illustrious for their

generosity and philanthropy.

There are many things which can be encompassed in the heritage of the Memon Community. But due to the
vastness of this subject, we have decided to focus only on two things for the present issue of the Memon Alam,

The first and foremost is the Memoni language which has been ignored by the recent generations, This has led
to serious damage and deprived our younger generation of a valuable cultural treasure which was passed down
to us by our forefathers. It is important to preserve our Memoni language. For this purpose, some of our
contemporaries are working trelessly to revive the Memoni Language for the generations to come.

The second issue which has been concentrated on in this issue is the architectural heritage of the Memon
Community, As mentioned above, the Memons have built countless Educational Institutions, Madressahs,
Mosques, Orphanages, Hospitals, Rest Houses and a whole lot of other institutions for the benefit of entire
humanity.

These fine buildings are still standing as a testimony to the philanthropist, educationists, social warkers who
had a vision, not for themselves, but for the betterment and uplift of every member of the society.

I hope this issue will create a sense of belonging and togetherness as a member of the Memon Community and
help us all to understand and realize the value of preserving our rich culture and vast heritage and pass it (o the
future generations.

¥ Pir Muhammad A. Kaliya
Chief Editor,
Memon Alam
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¥ MESSAGE

Shoaib Amin Kothawala

Los Angeles, California, USA
Founder Trustee & Vice President,
‘World Memon Organization (WMO) North America Chapter

Assalam Allaikum & Greetings

[ congratulate Memon Alam for becoming the voice of memons around the world by publishing this monthly magazine
updating the success of individual memons and memon businesses and the various activities of memons around the
world, Memon Alam will give memons the opportunity to become a close knit and keep the kindle of light glowing.

Memaons should be proud of their heritage and should cherish the work of our great forefathers whose noble work,
dedication, sacrifices and sincerity has given us an image for being a highly social, honest and philanthropic community,
rising and serving the community and humanity at large all over the world,

It is high time that members of the memon community evaluate the contribution of the memon community over the
past several centuries and plan a concrete well planned socio economic program for the welfare of our community.
"Education is the ONLY Salvation" for our nation and we must have an aggressive plan and set a goal to make our
commumnity 100% literate in the next 20-25 years. Educating our community is essential for the survival and the futore
of our generation.

Many of today’s memon generation in particularly the youth are not fully aware of the history of the Memons and
the contribution and sacrifices made by our forefathers for the welfare and well-being of our community and humanity.
Memons are now spread all over the world and have made a name for themselves in the field of business, industry,
education, politics, medicine and science, Uplifting our youth is extremely important.

I humbly request memons around the world to be sincere and live in harmony and support our community morally
and financially which 1s the only way we can prosper and maintain the image of our great heritage. Our Heritage is our
treasure which has been passed down to us and we must ensure that we pass on this great heritage to our future
generation,

With Kind Regards
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% MESSAGE

Muhammad Yousuf Adil
Treasurer,
World Memon Organisation (WMO)

It gives me great pleasure 1o note that the Memon Alam is now being published under the umbrella of the
World Memon Organisation (WMO) since April 2010. Every issue has it¢ own unique theme and the
current issue is Memon Heritage,

It is important to preserve the treasure handed down to us by our forefathers. One such treasure is our
Memoni language. It is so sad to note that many of the younger generation are not able to speak the

Memoni language fluently since the parents prefer to teach them Urdu or any other prevailing language of
their region. This has to be changed.

Secondly, the numerous architectural structures which were built to house schools, colleges, hospitals,
orphanages, welfare organizations, etc, are a living testimony to the dedication and commitment of our
ancestors to serve humanity, We have to preserve them to pass them over to the future generations.

Besides the above, the desire and commitment to serve others is one great quality which we, as

Memons, have inherited from forefathers. It is indeed a blessing from Almighty Allah to have a burning
desire to Serve humanity.
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